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EDITORIAL 

Charles Fort was christened "The Arch Enemy of Science" by 
the press even before his first book was published. However, the 
fourth estate often displays near genius for misinterpretation, 
despite its praiseworthy worship of fact and its constant asser­
tion that accuracy is its goal, and this. epithet constitutes a 
classic misnomer. Nothing could be farther from the truth or more 
opposite to fact. Fort was probably the best ally true science 
ever had. His barbs, needles, and blasts were directed at some­
thing quite else. He was in fact one of the first "protesters" in 
the new age of protest, and his arch enemies were stupidity and 
chicanery - stupidity displayed by those who ought to know 
better, and chicanery by those who claimed to know better. Fort 
never laughed at the uneducated or sneered at the non-specialist, 
but he went after the latter if they brayed about specialities. This 
took care of the kooks, krooks, and krackpots. He reserved his 
heavy guns for the so-called specialists and self-appointed "ex­
perts". And it was here that he fingered the raw spot in our cul­
ture. Today, everybody is protesting against something, though 
nobody seems to be able to define just what it is they are protest­
ing about, and none has any plans for a workable substitute -
apart from unworkable anarchy of one sort or another. Fort, just 
like certain others who went before- the Essene whom the Greeks 
called Christos; the Gautama Buddha; Lao-Tze, and such - did 
offer an alternative; to wit, common sense, logic, and honesty. 
This may all sound very "high fallutin" but his could well still 
be the only truly worthwhile protest. 

Whether we like it or not, all of humanity today is living in a 
technological civilization, no matter whether we are still chipping 
stones in inner New Guinea, commuting to Madison Avenue or to 
the Kremlin, or starving in a ghetto. Science with its handmaiden 
technology, using proper scientific methodolo�;y, is actually 
aspiring not just to control nature but to create an ever-widening 
substitution for it; and this has cre.ated a very brittle situation. 
Consider for a moment the cutting off of our petroleum fuel sup­
plies in any one area. There are no horses or oxen to sveak of 
any more. so with what are we going to plough? And where is the 
seed corn; and how do we get it to the farm? By dog sled? And 
who has wood for stoves if the oil gives out; and who. can survive 
the winter cold in northern climes when you are starving because 
the shelves at the supermarket were long since swept clear of 
packaged goods? We don't need a cobalt- or lithium-bomb; just 
one major breakdown in one technological field can start a much 
surer chain-reaction. 

Fort did not protest this evolution in human behaviour. His 
complaint was the behaviour of its proponents and implementers, 
and notably the pontificators and self-appointed experts. 

Scientists don't usually make stupid pronouncements though 
they may unduly hedge themselves around with qualifications. 
And here comes another deplorable and terrifying aspect of our 
culture; namely, the almost universal genius for ignoring the 
qualifying word. Example: the press states flatly that professor 
so-and-so said that there is life on other planets, when what the 
poor man actually said was that there could be life of our own or 
other forms on some planets going around sturs i.n other parts of 
our galaxy or even in other galaxies. Take the case of the Globs­
ters, mentioned in our last issue. Here somebody who ought to 
have known better was reported (please note) to have said that it 
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was perhaps "an unusual elephant that had died at sea". But then, this expert must needs go on and 
make fatuous remarks about whales and sirenians: and, on further enquiry, we learned that the same 
expert finally sai ri t�at it w�s nothing but a hunk of highly decomposed whale. This sort of thing ill 
becomes scientists; ·so, for pity's sake, can't such real experts, who ought to know what they are 
talking about, shut up until they have some solid facts to offer; and then offer them with some con· 
crete evidence? In this case, either this object was a hunk of dead whale, or it was not. Either it was 
covered with true hair or it. was not. This is the kind of tripe that confuses the non-specialist, fools 
the uneducated, gives the press an unwarranted chance to misinterpret, and increasingly denigrates 
so-called "science" and true scientists. 

But it is not even such lapses as these that constitute the principal cause of alarm. It is rather 
the almost universal attitude of both real experts, alleged "experts", and more so of all juniors 
towards anything new, novel, or unexpected. As Fort used to say, any such are immediately "damned" 
and by everybody who has been trained 1n scientific methodology and/ or any who claim to have been, 
and by all their sycophants, even unto the fourth estate. Why do they do this? 

The latter question has been asked with ever increasing frequency during the past century but no­
body has ever come near approaching any valid answers, let alone a single overall one, though the 
universal cause seems to be clear. This would appear to be primarily fear of the unknown, which is, 
of course, the basis of religion. Stemming from this is fear of not knowing, which is just as mani­
festly the ruling tenet of priesthoods and hierarchies of all kinds, and thus of all establishments. As 
a result, the first reaction of anybody who thinks he knows about things, and notably specialized de­
partments of knowledge, on being confronted with some (and especially a concrete) unexplained item, 
is to �explain it away" - hence Charles Fort's recognition of the "wipe" by orthodoxy as a whole -
and, if this too fails, he with his colleagues and consorts just as invariably states that "We knew it 
all the time". 

A related and really much greater mystery is not only why but how all members of the scientific 
establishment, who have not yet achieved the uppermost levels of the pinnacle, without exception 
concur, and even without consultation, invariably to deride any suggestion that does not conform to a 
certain pattern. There is then the further mystery as to just what this pattern is, who laid it down in 
the first place, and how said people can all interpret it in so exactly a similar way. For instance, 
when Kenneth Arnold first stated that he had encountered a number of shiny, apparently metallic, len­
ticular aeroforms manoeuvering around Mt. Rainier in bright sunlight, the entire scientific and tech­
nological community of the world immediately declared, and for the record, that he was either drunk, 
hallucinated, a plain liar, or had observed some hot-air inversions or some such nonsense. When sane 
people started reporting having seen large unidentified animals in Loch Ness, the same coterie immed­

iately attributed their statements to similar causes except that they substituted (be it no�ed) a form 

of marsh gas for the hot air! And it is the same with everything else that crops up which is not in the 
scientific establishment's bloody textbooks. 

The real danger lies in that these self-appointed or allegedly trained exp·erts are virtually hys­
terical, and will go· to any lengths, even criminal on occasion, to blast the beastly thing out of ex­
istence. These were the people old Charlie Fort was after, and it is their behaviour that we, as neo­
forteans, protest. We are the arch enemies of all those creatures who, just because they have learned 
a scientific litany, besmirch the name of their own holy cow - scientific methodology. And, to the 
extent that their establishment endorses their shenanigans, we protest its culpability. But we are 
all f<:>r "science" and true scientists; and science after all � the pursuit of the unknown. 

IMPORT ANT NOTICES 

* As stated in our previous issue, the abbreviation S.I. T. U. has been officially adopted as the des­
ignation of our Society. 

* The membership number of all those mentioned in the text of PURSUIT, or in any other publication 
of the Society, will always be given in parentheses for the benefit of any wishing to contact them 
through us. 

* No public or private opinions or statements, by members, either verbal or in print or by hand, may 
be construed as expressing those of the Society unless permission has been granted in writing 
prior to such issuance 
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CURRENT EVENTS 

From now on items will be arranged according to the eight major categories of knowledge, and in 
the order as listed in our Brochure and Elaboration of Interests. 

I. MATHEMATICS 
II. COSMOLOGY 

III. CHEMIPHYSICS 
IV. ASTRONOMY 

V. GEOLOGY 
VI. BIOLOGY 

VII. ANTHROPOLOGY 
VIII. MENTALOGY 

The Sections will be numbered, omitting those in which no current items fall. 

II - COSMOLOGY 

THE CURRENT STATUS OF UFOLOGY 
-- -

Whatever the findings of the Condon Committee may be - and its report should be released before 
this issue reaches you - we are currently living through a most interesting period, and not only of 
ufological history but of intellectual development as a whole. In fact, we should endeavour to grasp 
the real significance of current events in this field and their overall impact on our thinking. This is 
actually as near a renaissance as humanity has undergone since the great awakening five hundred 
years ago. Innumerable new discoveries made by the exercise of scientific methodology have contri­
buted to this but, regardless of whether it is all fact or fancy, it is ufology that must be credited with 
having forced the breakthrough; and credit for this is due to a small band of dedicated specialists in 
this field. 

We are sick nearly unto death with the picayune squabbles of the various parties to this enquiry, 
ranging as they do from starry-eyed mystics to what are still considered 'renegade' scientists, and 
we do not agree wholeheartedly with any of them. Nonetheless, all have contributed something to 
the more general and much greater cause of intellectual stimulation and worthwhile speculation. Even 
if the whole business of "flying saucers", "little green men", official bungling, hot air inversions, 
swamp gases, and plasma balls are nothing more than illusory, the fact remains that their advocates 
have collectively implemented Archimedes' ancient plea; namely, "Give me a lever big enough and I 
will move the world". Practically speaking, these assorted types have, by their very persistence, 
forced both scholars and the general public to face up to the previously unsuspected possibilities of 
existence. Their efforts are, collectively, every bit as revolutionary as those of Galileo, Keppler, 
Herschel, Bacon, Newton and such ilk; for, what they have done is to force twentieth century estab­
lished thinking into new channels. By this we mean that they have, by their very persistence, shoved 
everybody, and notably sciencedom, into at least admitting that there could be more to existence than 
has until now met their eyes. 

Ufology itself is passing through a most interesting phase, and this on several counts. Most sig­
nificant is the undeniable fact that, even if it has not become wholly respectable, it is being taken 
seriously and discussed very widely in both intellectual and technological circles. Who, even among 
ufologists, ever hoped a decade ago to see such exercises as the Condon Committee, Congressional 
hearings (vide: SYMPOSIUM ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS, July 29, 1968), and/or paper-s 
on the subject read before such august and even hidebound organizations as the Institute of Electrical 
& Electronic Engineers, the American Astronautical Society, the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers; and articles and letters by scientists in such publications as SCIENCE (see Dr. J. Allen 
Hynek, 2 1st Oct. 1966); or even mass circulation popular magazines such as LOOK, the SATURDAY 
REVIEW, TIME, and so forth, or, above all, in newspapers of such conservatism as the London and 

New York TIMES. The plain and undeniable fact is that as yet unexplained and/ or unidentified objects 
reportedly observed in the sky and more especially landing on the earth or diving into oceans, seas, 
lakes and even rivers, simply will not go away. A Gallup poll startled even the 'believers' when it 
blandly stated that millions of Americans alone claim to have observed such things, and that several 
million more stated they knew people they trust who say they have seen them; and that still greater 
numbers were willing to state that they believe such things do exist. Even the scientific establish­
ment can not any longer buck this tide of belief. 

The actual status of ufology itself is currently more than ambiguous. For all the public statements, 
interest by scientists, official denials, and even the expressions of ufologists themselves, there is a 
cover-up. Despite the constant refrain by everybody, for the record, that we really cannot go any 
farther at present because we "haven't got one", there are positively swarms of people of the very 
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category that should know, going ar ound tal king glibly about the natur e of ' specimens' that have been 
obtained and the incomprehensible items that have been found in them. Of living or roboti� tities 
among these items, nothing is said or even offered, but this is possibly because these glib infor mers 
ar e all engineer s or other technologists, and none ar e  biologists. There is, however. just as much 
reason to suppose or assume that we have got some ufos as there is to accept the visual repor ts of 
them or even t heir very ex istence. 

If nothing else were needed to demonstr ate this possibility. the mere catalogue of cases wherein 
the armed ser vices or other official outfits have swooped upon ar eas in which ufos have been reported 
to have landed and cordoned them off, ought to give anybody pause. And that these cases are not 
mere hearsay or irresponsible newspap er cover age is demonstrable by the fact that a very high per­
centage of them have been confirmed by police and other sheriffs, and not infr equently on the air. 
(We have tr anscr ipts on tape of sever al of these.) If all such r epor ts that wer e  so swooped upon 
tur ned out to be false alar ms, officialdom would sur ely have given up the effor t, and the cash outlay 
to inves tigate them, long ago. T hey have not; and, in fact, such activities have gr own abundantly over 
the year s .  By the same token, official interest has most noticeably shifted fr om cataloguing and 

s tatis tically analysing such things as f'!lnny lights reportedly seen in the night sky to inter viewing 
in depth thos e people, however crazy they may sound, who let it be known that they have stumbled 
acr oss an ufo on the gr ound, obser ved robotic or living entities coming out of such or enter ing it or 
even being ar ound it, and even those who say that they met some 'alien' type of humanoid cr eatur e 
or even 'animal'. 

The bas ic fact to compr ehend is that, r ight or wr ong, hallucinated or not, the millions of people 
who claim to have seen ufos or encountered them and/ or their occupants have for ced the scholar s to 
at least a cognisance of the subject. Fur ther, they have finally per suaded some better thinkers and 
even s ome tr ue s cientists to at least consider the matter and, above all, they have pushed educated 
humanity as a whole into contemplation of new possibilities for ex istence, apar t from, and as well 
as , including this ear th. Currently, our culture is wr ithing in some agony while ingesting this con­
cept and mostly because we have not yet got over our age- old egocentr ic and terr acentr ic outlook. 
T he ver y idea that there could be intelligent life elsewher e or mor e especially that we ar e not God's 
chosen uniquenes s is still abhorr ent even to the aver age communist. P roof positive of either concept 
even at this stage would completely ups et our intellectual apple car t; and officialdom knows this 
only too well. 

Change comes s lowly and br eakthr oughs take a long time to be accepted. A tr ue r enaissance in 
thinking tal<es over a centur y. The wester n wor ld is only a little over two decades into this cur rent 
ont', so don't expect too much too fast. 

POLTERGEISTS AS USUAL 

III - CHEMIP HYSICS 

We r eeei ve notice of an aver age of one polter geist case per week, s o  what must the tr ue wor ld­
wide volume be? T his business has, as a whole, been going on since the dawn of histor y and ever y­
wher e, and yet even the best-educated people still ex pr ess the s ame old mystifications r egarding it. 
A classic ex ample came in fr om Canada last July, fr om which we her ewith quote a number of passages, 
out of context for deliber ate r eas ons . T he events described occurr ed in a two- stor ey fr ame house at 
a pla ce called Wooler , near Belleville in Ontar io, owned by a Mr . Fr ed Coulthar d Sr . They included 
all the age- old items , s uch. as unex plained noises, dishes flying about and, this time, an overwhelm­
ing odor of r oses . (It is nor mally violets. ) But it is the comments on the events that constitute the 
mor e inter esting aspect of this case for r eas ons that we will ex plain in a moment. But first to so 
quote: -

( 1) "Whatever it is , Fr ed and his boys would like to find out. T hey say something at their 
two- s tor ey fr ame house in Wooler , thr ee miles west of Belleville, has: -Smas hed windows, 
knocked dishes and tablewar e to the floor and ter rified a pet cat; -Sent a tube of shampoo 
flying thr ough the air; -Wrenched a glass of wine from the hand of Wayne Coulthar d, 20, and 
smashed it; - Hurled a deck of playing car ds at Wayne. " 
( 2) "P rovincial police are inter ested, too." 
(3) "A lot of people around here won't believe us but they won't come and sit in the kitchen." 
(4) "T he Rev. Gerar d Sul livan, the Coulthar ds' parish priest at St. Adolphus Roman Catholic 
Church in Wooler, said he was convinced ' something was going on' but thought it might be 
someone ' playing tricks' on Coulthar d. "  
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(5) "But Coulthard (senior) said Fred checked around the house after the mysterious visits 

but could find no sign of any human callers." 
(6) "He said he would welcome some authorities to investigate because he'd like to solve 
the mystery." 

Here are all the same old hackneyed, nonsensical statements. When in doubt, call first the police -

failing sufficient authority to call the Marines - then the press, then your friendly neighbourhood 

priest; and then, if all these fail, as they invariably do, try to rustle up a so-called parapsychologist; 

though what in heaven's name the last are supposed to know about physical phenomena has always 

been a complete mystery to us. 

Of course what you really need are some physichemical technicians with every bit of recording 

equipment they can lay their hands on and can transport - fastest. But, even prior to their arrival, 

you need a fortean who has at least read the literature and, to be ideal, an assistant who should be 

a Malay person, preferably with a degree in biology. Your next move should be to toss out everybody 

except the family and one police detective, but ask the uniformed forces to ring the house, keep 

everybody off your property, mount floodlights, and keep an eagle eye out for pranksters, nuts, 

screwballs, and just plain ordinary citizens, with particular emphasis on known religious cranks. 

Then, you should try, as far as is possible, to make everybody shut up; but get the techs to set up 

their equipment as quietly as possible to cover as wide an angle as possible of the area in which 

manifestations have occurred. That done, get drinks for everybody and sit down and have a nice chat 

about anything other than the business on hand. The net results will, of course, probably be entirely 

nil! 
The point is that so-called poltergeists are apparently "entities" and not just mere projections 

of .moronic- girls reaching puberty, mystically inclined young men at the same changeover time in 
their adolescence, or young marrieds writhing in some decent physical sexual activities for the first 
time. True, as the late Dr. Nandor Fodor pointed out, a very high proportion of poltergeistic physical 
manifestations do occur about such persons. Nonetheless, they also occur when none such are 
present, and often, as will appear from observations recorded later, when !.!£_ persons (human) are 
about. The 'manifest' fact is that whatever entities cause these phenomena are in fact entities and 
probably possessed of an 'Id' or basic individual personality; very probably a 'mind' - i.e. , an 
intellect of some kind; and maybe even what we call a 'brain', which is nothing but a (to us) bio­
chemically constructed computer. Young adolescents, and young marrieds getting with it as the 
modern phrase has it, would appear to act merely as transmitters, just as, to oversimplify, an old­
fashioned radio set collects patterned impulses and converts them into sound waves that are under­
standable to us. Which brings us to the desirability of having a Malay person along. 

So-called poltergeist manifestations have always- been so commonplace in Malaya, Indonesia, and 
the Philippines that nobody - and not even Europeans who lived there and were born there - paid 
the slightest attention to them. Then, a considerable number of Malayan people emigrated to what is 
now the Republic of South Africa. That area is just as rife with "P . Ms" (poltergeist manifestations) 
as any other part of the earth, but both the whites and the blacks there, while having brought some 
knowledge of such things from whence they came - the whites from Europe and the blacks from upper 
East Africa - kept more than quiet about the matter. (Can you imagine a founder of the Dutch Re­
formed Church allowing such '"manifestations of the devil" as the uncontrolled breaking of priceless 
Delft porcelain? Can you imagine an Anglo, let alone a Boer, countenancing the deliberate teleporta­
tion of a pile of cow .. dung by a Bantu medicine man?) But then came the Malays. 

P . Ms. in South Africa have for decades been known as "'Malay Tricks". Blacks and whites both 
wanted very badly to fob all this troublesome matter off on somebody else and, finding that the 
Malays took it all for granted, they immediately concurred in attributing the whole stinking business 
to them. This is indeed an old "'trick"; if something happens that you cannot explain, but if there 
is somebody around who seems to be connected with it or who says that he can explain it, attribute 
its incidence to him! It's the old witch-hunting game all over again. 

No; the fact we have to face is that whatever causes these P .Ms. are entities and probably what 
we call "living" ones. Where they come from, or what they are, or whether they have always resided 
here is another matter and probably best left to the mystics at this stage' of our intellectual develop­
ment. However, there is no reason why we cannot at least -start to try to pin them down with what 
crude tools (electromagnetic and so forth) that we do have. Hence the admonitions and advices 
suggested above. And, in the case that we are herein discussing, some people actually did try to pin 
the little bastards down. Let tis quote further from the bland newspaper reports of the case in 
question. These are very pertinent items, and they are most refreshing. We quote: -
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(a) "Things got so scary over the past weekend that Mrs. Coulthard went to stay with friends
· 

in Trenton (Ontario) while her husband and sons tried to catch - or at least get a photograph 
of - the mysterious visitors. 

Fred Jr., 24, an armed services corporal stationed at Petawawa, said that when he heard 
noises he carne out of hiding and tried to take a picture, but all he could see was 'small, dark, 
heavy shadows'." 

-- --

(b) "Neighbor Butch Mallory, 20, took a tape recorder in Tuesday night and picked up noises 
he called 'spirits' visitations'. He said the noises he recorded included sounds of spoons 
flying off the table while he was there. 

The noises have continued, Coulthard said, despite crowds of as many as 35 visitors in hls 
house some nights." 

So, for once, somebody actually recorded some sounds and got some pixs of something. One is con­
strained to give a rousing cheer to the upcoming generation. But what to make of the pixs? 

"Some dark heavy shadows"(?) How big? Where.? Against what background? Lighting? What shape? 
Cast by what? Who said so, and where are the films? Please, nice young men, don't just throw out 
rubbish. like this. Or was it the damned Fourth Estate again, unable even to conceive of anything 
that is not on a police blotter? Why does not somebody do something? And why must everybody go 
through all this age-old folderol when anything so ordinary as a PM occurs? If priests must opine 
that "somebody was playing tricks on Coulthard" why in all that is holy will they not even suggest 
how it was done, or ring up the Vatican and get a directive? And the poor police! Apparently, outside 
of Indonesia, not one has ever even heard of PMs during his or her training. And the parapsycholo­
gists - "para" (like) "psychologists" (yet)! What on earth can these poor hardworking specialists­

still trying to get the other dolts to re.alize that the human mind has greater potential than ordinary 
psychologists state - do with concrete, physical manifestations of possible alien "intelligencies"? 
Is it not about time that we skipped all this blather and got to work to record what we can of these 
PMs and then do a little conceptual speculation as to just what their cause could be - even unto 
invisible entities? 

ON WEDDING RINGS 

In speaking of ITF in our last issue we mentioned, and perhaps rather too facetiously, that a 
member has for long collected oddities and enigmas connected with wedding rings. Now, we receive 
a letter from another member, Mrs. Dulcie Brown (20), of Fresno, California: This reads in part: -

"To begin with my wedding ring was silver, a pretty little band with engraving. I wore it so 
long that all the engraving wore off and it was just a plain silver band. Then, it began catching 
on things and, fearing that my finger might be injured, I took it off and laid it on a sideboard in 
our Los Angeles horne. This was in about 1955. 

"The wedding ring disappeared. I could not find it anywhere. When we moved from Los Angeles 

everything was carefully gone over in house and garage, many things disposed of. We were 
very careful to include just the things we wanted to keep to take with us. But no wedding ring 
showed up. 

"Since moving to Fresno we moved twice and the same thing was done, everything gone over 
and the dispensable things done away with. No wedding ring. I had forgotten about it. 

"In 1966 my husband died. This time I really got rid of things! In the garage was a certain box. 
It had originally been a cigar box, one of those nice little wooden deals with a clasp. When I 
was going with my husband back in 1932 I had decorated this box and shellacked it and he had 
kept it because it was the first thing I had done for him. Now, I took some small articles like 
nails, screws, little things like that I thought I might need and put in that box selecting them 
carefully one by one. 

"Since then I've moved twice. I have opened that box a number of times to take out nails etc. 

"About a week ago a young lady carne in and asked me for a nail. I' opened the little box and 
on top of everything WAS MY WEDDING RINU."' 

Sudden disappearances and appearances of material objects and notably artefacts, is a most 
troublesome matter. In the first place, the phenomenon has until now been almost universally attribut­
ed to some form of self-hypnosis on the part of mystics, occultists, spiritualists, and such other 
cultists. When other equally rational souls claimed such goings-on, simple logic was called upon: 
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nam ely, th at th e item s h ad b een overlook ed or h ad fallen into a h ole; or th at a cat or dog h ad carried 
th em off, or b rough t th em in; or th at m ice or rats were th e culprits, th e lat ter, and quite apart from th e 
Pack Rats, b eing great collectors. B ut such spontaneous appearances h ave b een witnessed now for 
several decades and under controlled conditions th ough , unfortunately, in th e first instance, b y  Dr. 
Harry Price at th e fam ous B arley Rectory. We say unfortunately b ecause Dr. Price was a leading 
ligh t in th e British Society for Psych ical Research , and th e very m ention of th e psych ic sends th e 
average citizen as well as scientist and tech nologist literally scream ing for th e proverb ial uplands. 

However, there is no longer any doub t that inanim ate objects, oth er th an artefacts, " appear" -
eith er lobb ed or just dropped in, as with th e endless cases of stones - since th e process h as b een 
witnessed b y  tens of th ousands of people in b road dayligh t and with such professional sceptics as 
police officers and cameramen present. Wh ile th e procedure and process m ay b e  th e sam e from a 
ph ysical point of view, th ere is noneth eless a difference b etween th e artefacts and th e non-artefacts 
in th at th e form er appear to b e  more purJ,Josive. Th e ultim ate of th e latter would seem to b e  th is 
b usiness of wedding rings. 

Th ese reports of materializations and dem aterializations constitute a natural ph enom enon closely 
parallel to th at of UFOs, in th at we h ave noth ing concrete b y  way of explanation and are still in th e 
collecting stage. There is noth ing b ut reports and a few ph otograph s, and th e latter all tak en after 
th e event, so th at th e objects depicted could quite well b e  noth ing b ut " plants". We do h ave th e 
objects th em selves, of course, b ut th en we also h ave almost as many th ings, b oth artefacts and non­
artefacts, th at h ave fallen from th e sk y in the presence of more than enough reliab le witnesses. 
Q uestion is: what are th ese objects concrete evidence of ? 

IV - ASTRONOMY 

DUSTY OLD MARS 

Real ly! Th ings seem to b e  getting a little b it out of h and. It is stated th at we (th e U.S.A.) as­
com plish ed a fly-b y of th e planet Mars, passing at a distance of ab out 10, 000 m iles from its surface. 
Th e craft, nam ed M ariner 4 allegedly took 22 ph otograph s of th e planet' s surface on th e 15th July, 
1965. It is now stated th at th ese h ave b een "th orough ly analyzed". Hurrah; or h urray! (However, said 
analysis was released in Canada in May of th is year ( 1968) .) It was a m ost incredib le h odge-podge 
of non sequitors and plain rubb ish . 

We m ust, of course, b eware of th e m ore th an possib le divarications of th e press in reporting th is 
m at ter and also suspect th e usual wh olesale dum ping of th e essential qualifying words, as explained 
in our editorial; b ut even th en, and allowing for such discrepb..lcies, we are- still left with som e 
incredib le drivel. Th e report states th at Drs. Clark Ch apm an, Jam es Pollack and no less th an Carl 
Sagan h ave "done an intensive study of th e craters visib le on th e· lim ited area of th e surface" (cov­
b y  th e ph otos, we presum e). It th en goes on to state th at th ese scientists catalogueq nearly 300 
(of these) and classified th em on th e b asis of appearance and erosion of th eir walls. So far, so good; 
b ut then it was added th at "Th ese are considered to b e  im pact craters. Th ey range in size from 135 
m iles down to ten miles" - (in diam eter, one presum es). This also is fair enough; b ut th en th e wh ole 
th ing goes wild; and we quote: -

"From th is study th e investigators reach som e interesting conclusions ab out th e Martian land­
scape. Th ey com pute th at th e dust produced by im pact of asteroids or m eteorites during th e 
h istory of Mars will h ave a depth of h alf a m ile up to a m ile or two. Erosion and dust h ave 
certainly ob literated m uch of th e landscape from ages b ack . Th e largest craters h ave b een 
ab le to survive, and h ave an estimated age of ab out 2, 250 m illion years. Craters less th an 
12 m iles in diam eter are only som e tens of m illions of years old. Sm all craters m ay h ave b een 
very prominent in th e early h istory of th e planet, b ut cannot now b e  traced on th e M ariner 
ph otograph s. Ch apm an and h is associates em ph asize th at th is m eans th at if th ere were river 
valleys in earlier epoch s on M ars, th ese too would now b e  ob literated (unless th ey were of 
greater extent th an similar features on earth ). Th e dust th at h as b een produced would b e  
sufficient to fill th em. Th ey point out also th at from th e b arren appearance of M ars today, we 
cannot draw unfavorab le conclusions ab out th e possib ility of life on prim itive M ar s." 
So dust crops up again, and from "h alf a m ile (deep) up to a m ile or two" . Do you rem emb er th e 

pontifications of th e great experts for th e edification of other great experts on th e subjec t of th e 
surface of th e M oon som e year s b ack ? Dust it was, b ut to " dust" i t  now return"th. (Th ere wer e even 
som e  clowns wh o stated th at our com panion planet' s surface was covered b y  a 40D-ft . tal l forest of 
vegetation! ) Wh en we got som e  close- up pixs of th e M oon' s surface, of course, no dust at all. 
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So "erosi on" gets i n  th e act too. Erosi on of wh at b y  wh at forces? In th e ab sence of an atm o­
sph ere, thi s. would presum ab ly b e  b y  wh at i s  called ' creep' of soli d parti cles down i ncli nes due to 
expansi on and contracti on caused b y  h eati ng and cooli ng; sai d h eat presum ab ly comi ng from th e sun. 
Well, i n  a couple of bi lli on years we m ust presum e th at a four-mi le-hi gh m ountai n ri dge due to a 
colli si on wi th a planetoi d could b e  so ' eroded' , b ut wh at of th e dust? Wh ere i s  th e dust from im pacts 
on th e Moon and on.£!!! planet? And don' t thi nk th at we h ave not h ad plenty of such colli si ons; tak e 
a look at th e new m aps. Indeed, "sm all craters" m ay h ave b een very promi nent "i n th e early hi story" 
of Mars, and doub tless th ey could not now b e  traced any m ore th an simi lar craters can b e  on thi s 
earth from our local fly-arounds. (Actually, there are over a thousand b eauti es i n  th e State of Guana­
juato i n  Mexi co th at anyb ody can see even from th e ground, and som e th ere are not m ore th an a couple 
of h undred feet i n  di am eter.) B ut th en com es th e real stuff. 

"Ri ver Valleys" yet! Wh o sai d so? Are we ask ed to b eli eve th at i t  i s  th e consensus of current 
sci enti fi c opi ni on th at Mars was once a sort of ferti le planet lik e  ours, h avi ng an atm osph ere, water 
preci pi tati on causi ng m assi ve erosi on, and th e resultant gougi ng of ri ver-system s? And wh y would 
th ese b e  greater th an on our earth ? After all, Mars i s  consi derab ly sm aller and farth er away from th e 
Sun. And th en com es thi s b loody dust agai n. (One thi nk s  of Nearch us' Egypti an canal now fi lled 
wi th th e sands of th e Ni le - whi ch , of course, i t  i sn't.) B ut, th e last sentence i s  really th e pay-off; 
and we repeat: ''We cannot draw unfavourab le conclusi ons ab out th e possibi li ty of li fe on primi ti ve 
Mars". Just exactly wh at does thi s m ean? 

Thi s  m ust b e  a mi squote. If not, i t  seem s to say that: "We cannot state categori cally th at li fe on 
th e planet Mars at an earli er age m ust b e  ruled out altogeth er". Th en wh y i n  th e devi l don' t th ey say 
so? 

V - GEOLOGY 

LIVING ICECAPS 

Here i s  a real b eauty. We start off wi th th e .funny part. In a paper enti tled •st abi li ty of Ice-Age 
Ice Sh eets" b y  one J. Weertm an, th en of th e Materi als Sci ence Departm ent of th e Tech nologi cal 
Insti tute, North western Uni versi ty, Evanston . li noi s, pub li sh ed i n  Volum e 66, No. 11, of Th e Journal 
2f_Q:eophy si cal Research , of Novemb er, 1961, appears th e classi c statem ent: -

"We m ak e  th e ob servati on th at an i ce cap wi ll grow wh en th e snowfall on i t  i ncreases or th e 
melti ng at i ts edge decreases and th at i t  wi ll sh ri nk wh en th e snowfall decreases or th e m elt­
i ng i ncreases. Thi s  fact h as b een noted m any tim es b efore." 

We fi nd thi s ab solutely deli gh tful and for several reasons. Fi rst, th e facts as stated b ecom e 
apparent to any young person of ab out ni ne years of age even b efore i t  h a� b een explai ned to him j 
wh at an Icecap, as opposed to an Iceraft, a Glaci er, and/ or an Iceb erg i s. Second, th e statem ent 
ab ove appeared i n  good old Lak e & Rastall, fi rst pub li sh ed i n  1927, b ut wi th an i ntroductory ob serva­
ti on th at i t  "i s ob vi ous". Thi rd, i t's not stri ctly true! 

An i cecap i s  a funny thi ng i tself. Indeed, i t  com es i nto b ei ng i n  th e fi rst place due to th e accum­
ulati on of snow th at does not m elt th rough out th e year and th us i s  com pressed fi rst to wh at i s  called 
fi rn, th en to i ce, and fi nally to pal aeocrysti c  i ce, whi ch reflects peacock b lue and contai ns no ai r. 
As th e m ass pi les up, i t  b egi ns to creep - actually sli de, m olecule-layer over m olecule-layer, one 
upon th e oth er. outwards i n  al l  di recti ons; and i t  conti nues to do so unti l i ts peri ph ery gets to a 
poi nt wh ere melti ng exceeds th e down�comi ng i ce. But i t's not so sim ple as th at. Cold ai r falls and 
h ot ai r ri ses; th us, th e ai r ab ove an i cecap b ei ng chi lled cannot go up and so sli th ers outwards i n  
all di recti ons, letti ng warm er ai r down from ab ove, whi ch th en i n  turn gets chi lled and also m oves 
downward and outward i n  all di recti ons. Thi s produces wh at are called adi ab ati c wi nds th at m ay 
reach near-h urri cane force b ut, of course, wi th out th e spi ral twi st. As a result, th e chi lli ng of th e 
peri ph ery of th e i cesh eet or -cap i s  push ed far b eyond Mr. Weertm an' s li ne of sim ple melti ng or 
ab lati on. Wh at i s  !Tiore, wh ere th e peri ph ery of an i cecap confronts warm , warm er (th an th e adi ab ati c), 
or h ot wi nds i t  tends to grow even faster, for th e sim ple reason th at enh anced preci pi tati on results, 
whi ch imm edi ately freezes and adds to th e surface lay er of snow, fi rn, and ultim ately i ce. Only 
wh ere i ce-edge and i ts wi nds m eet colder ai r does th e thi ng com e to a stop and even start retreati ng 
due to evaporati on. Tak e a look at t"he''i"orth ern ti p of Greenland whi ch i s  unglaci ated and on whi ch 
b ees, flowers, and a h ost of sm all anim als li ve all year round. 

We were m uch i ntri gued to see th at Mr. Weertm an pub li sh ed hi s arti cle under th e auspi ces of th e 
U. S. Arm y Cold Regi ons Research and Engi neeri ng Lab oratory of th e Corps of Engi neers, Hanover, 
New Ham pshi re; and furth er th at h e  " appreci ate(d) th e cri ti cal comm ents of Prof. H. B ader, P rof. 
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F. Sharp, and Dr. J. F. Nye on an earlier version of this paper". And another thing that intrigues 
us is just why NASA and the Services are so bloody interested in icecaps, and notably in connection 
with the planet Venus (see later reports)? Has Charles Hapgood (55) with his EARTH'S SHIFTING 
CRUST finally got through to them? Don't forget that, if our present icecaps melted off altogether, 
every capital and port city in the world, bar a few in Asia and Central and South America, would be 
400-feet under water. Fine for the liquidation of New York and Moscow, but somewhat convenient for 
Pekin! 

THE FLORIDA UNDERGROUND 

Frank Shields ( 155) does it again. Over the years Frank has come up with so many and so varied 
a procession of oddities and enigmas that he will have to be disbarred from the competition we are 
considering for the ten best new fortean items of next year and be given his solid gold hippie neck­
lace of our little dog "Pursuit" this Christmas. Now he writes as follows: -

"Yesterday we met three young ex navy men at a neighbor's house. One is with the Barge 
Canal Authority under the Army Engineers Corps that is building the Cro ss-Florida Barge 
Canal from the St. Johns River on the east coast to the Gulf Coast. We chatted about it in 
detail for hours but one point he brought up might come within the frame of your interests or 
someone in the Society's membership. 
"He said that in seeking for solid footings for some of the many bridges they built across the 
canal they drilled down through the old reef limestone and often came to a point where they 
suddenly hit nothing at all because of the vast network of huge underground rivers and caverns 
under much of Florida. They had to alter planned positions and the forms of bridges because 
of this. That there are such underground rivers here is not news to you I am sure but I have 
been hearing of this phenomenon constantly, and it has struck me forcibly that this underground 
world of rivers and caverns is an enormous one and that while they are gradually charting it 
here in Florida, it is almost totally unknown in any significant reality. That unknown life 
forms probably have evolved in it seems pretty certain, since in lesser situations in caves and 
underground rivers strange life forms specialized to this environment have been found. The 
scale of this underground river system in Florida suggests, however, that one might find much 
more in the way of specialized and unknown life forms in this situation if any technique for 
searching for it could be devised and pursued. It is a new dimension of challenge it seems to 
me, and one that I have not read or heard much said about. It has a fascinating potential and 
opens a door to a new kind of discovery field. There must be many vast underground systems 
around the world such as Florida's that have received no real attention to date." 

And this indeed brings up a most troublesome matter that has been sort of left lying around for many 

years: to wit, subterranean river systems. The key to this business is, however, a zoological one. 

Caves have an aquatic fauna that is not found on the surface of the land. This is not to say that 
there are not many surface-living forms that go down into caves and even have distinct races that 
are confined to the underground, but these are not the special fauna of which we speak. This fauna 
consists of protozoa, possibly a sponge, some rotifers, hydrozoans, several types of three of the 
phyla called collectively "worms", several crustaceans, a number of fish, and a few most odd forms 
of tailed amphibians. These are all either without or having greatly atrophied organs of vision, and 
most lack skin or shell pigment, so appearing semi-transparent, white, or pale pink. It is the sala­
manders that constitute the most pertinent factor in this remarkable business. 

In 1892, the famous Dr. Leonhard Stejneger of the Smithsonian described an entirely new form of 
such a salamander caught in Rock House Cave in Missouri, to which he gave the name Typhlotriton 
spelaeus. Other forms, not necessarily related genetically but also blind came up out of an artesian 
well (188-ft deep) in Hays County, Texas, in 1896, and another from a 200-ft well in Dougherty 
County, Georgia, in 1939. Other species are known from limestone caves in Eurasia, Africa, and 
South America. But it is the original Typhlotriton that forced upon us the rather startling fact that 
there is a whole underground country beneath the Ozarks and spreading into Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
and Kansas because the same species kept being pumped up from the depths all over this huge area. 
Since this animal does not, even if it could, come to the surface, it must have spread underground 
from wherever it originated. The same goes for the other salamanders, and the fish, and all the 
other indigenous cave animals. What is more, when the distribution of these animals came to be 
mapped after half a century of collecting, a most startling picture emerged. 

Not only did some species have an enormous distribution, but they went down to great depths 



- 10 -

(in one case nearly h alf a m ile down) and cam e fr om b elow all sor ts or strata in wh ich cav es do not 
develop. Th is would seem to indicat e th at th ey were distrib uted through out lim estone str at a; b ut a 
curious furth er fact th en em erged, nam ely, th at th ey did not all spread ev erywh ere wh er e  conditions 
m ust b e  identical, b ut were c onfined to particular ranges just lik e surface anim als. M ore specim ens 
an d  a m ore detailed analysis of th eir m apped distrib ution, b y  species and b y  associations, th en 
sh owed that th e sub terranean waters th at th ey inh ab it are not just a h aph azard network of ch annels 
b ut form fern- leaf pat terns exactly sim ilar to surface drainag e pat terns. Wh at is m ore, th ese under­
ground river- system s, com plete with consequent, sub sequent, and insequent stream s, often lie ov er 
(and/ or under) each oth er with out interm ingling, and never in any way following th e surfac e drainage 
system s. In fact, one great system runs righ t � th e  M ississippi, b ut underneath . 

Th is can m ean b ut one th ing; nam ely, th at th ere is a wh ole world of life going on b elow us; and 
th is b rings us to th e truly fortean aspect of th is m atter. Th e question is n ot h ow extensive ar e  these 
wat erways, b ut h ow large are th ey? A six- inch salam ander can get th rough an incredib ly sm al l  
ch annel, and so far we h ave not b rough t up anyth ing larger from real depth . However, wh ile we k now 
th at th ere ar e  m onstrous creatures in thP. deep seas and possib ly th e oceans - b ecause specially 
m ade sh ark h ook s h ave b een straigh tened out or just ch opped in two (see Heuvelm ans' new b ook )- we 
h ave not caught one yet, and a very pertinent ob servation on th is was mad e a few years ago. Th is 
was sim ply th at we h aven't caugh t really b ig th ings yet b ecause we h av en't got b ig enough h ook s  or 
oth er gear. In th e case of th e cave anim al s, th e prob lem is reversed in th at we m igh t not h ave b ig 
enough h oles for th em to com e up th rough . And th is b rings us to a singularly unpleasant considera­
tion: Just wh at are th e so- called "Cave Cows" of th e M ayas of Yucatan? B ut th is is som eth ing th at 
m ust wait for anoth er tim e, and m ore especially b ecause our S. I. T. U. m emb ers wh o are currently 
investigating th e m atter on th e spot h ave not yet reported. 

FISHING - UNEX PLAINED 

VI - B IOLOGY 

We've always th ough t th ere was som eth ing a b it fish y ab out fish ing. M illions of people h ave for 
m illenia fish ed to live; m illions m ore h ave fish ed for fun. Th ey've caugh t everyth ing from. 1 10- ft 
B lue Wh al es to th e sm allest verteb rated anim al - a Gob y found in som e lak es in th e Ph ilippines, 
ab out th e size of a House- Fly, nam ed Pandak a pygm aea. Th is last was contrib uted b y  still a th ird 
class of fish erm en, n am ely scientific collectors. All th ree types h ave to ld ' fish ing s tories' since 
tim e imm em orial and m ostly ab out th e one th at � ot away, th ough th e onus of proving their statem ents 
h as descended m ore h eavily upon th e first and th e last types. Comm ercial tar pon fish ers h ave to 
deliver fish of th e exact length th at th ey say th ey h ave caugh t; scientific collectors h ave to b ring 
theirs b ack pick led in alcoh ol or form aldeh yde. Th e fun fish ers can, h owev er, say anyth ing th ey lik e­
and th ey do. And, th e traditional places for so saying are b ars and grills. B ut, look out! 

We h ave h ere a ph otograph of a gentlem an endearingly k nown as "Pappy" Sch aib le, of Frenchtown, 
New Jersey, from a colum n entitled "Godown's B elieve it or not Ph otos" wh ich is a regular feat ure 
in THE DELAWARE VALL EY NEWS. Please understand th at we aim to b e  not only nat ional b ut 
international , b ut th ere are m ore th ings in New Jersey th an in th e proverb ial "Heaven and Earth ": B e  
th at as it m ay (clich e), th e caption . to th is ph oto read sim ply: "French town's b est Cat fi sh Catch er: 
Pappy Sch aib le, k new by pure intuition th at th ey were b iting on Tuesday and off h e  went, rowing lik e 
a m an posses sed to h is favor ite spot. (Photo of ch ap rowing lik e m ad, alongside.) He's sh own b elow 
with one of th e fish h e  was ab le to lift out of th e b oat." One h as to adm it th at th is is q uite a b it of 
catfiSh and,manifestly ,it did not get away-: B ut � intrigued us was th e pert statem ent th at it 
was one of th e fish that h e  was ab le to lift out of h is b oat. So we started ask ing discreet q uestions 
around th is area wh ere we h appen to b e  situate. Th e results h ave b een very odd indeed. Nob ody is 
willing to state th at th ey h ave ever seen any fish , let alone a Catfish , of th is size in th e DP. laware 
River, despite th e fact th at th ey were b orn and b rough t up in th e valley. Th e local Fish & Wildlife 
Service h aws to th e extent of h emm ing on th e subject wh ile not, of course , comm itting itself. How 
could th ey? Reason: b eh aviour lik e Pappy 's is definitely unexplai ned. And so also is a v ery great 
deal else abo ut sim ple "fish ing". 

Let us not attem pt to go into all th e usual jazz ab out n ever getting a b ite in a stock ed trout lak e 
wh ile your twelve- year- old daugh ter h auls in h alf a dozen m onsters, on th e h our, at th e oth er end of 
your b oat. Th ere are doub tless good, valid, and logical reasons for such b eh av iour - ev en if th ey 
ar e true - b ut wh at of th is ev erlasting b usiness of � people going out wh ere .ev eryb ody e lse 
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g oes an d  b ring ing up all k inds of th ings that nob ody els e d oes ? Exam ple: - I n  J une, 1965 ,  two young 
p e� ple - Pam ela B ird, 21 , and Henry Eng leh art, 15 , b oth of B udd Lak e .. New Jers ey, ran ov er a ao­
inch shark - desc rib ed as a "B lue Sand Sh ark •· - with th eir outb oard on s ai d  lak e. Th is is s om e  60 
m iles inland from th e A tlantic c oas t and all sh ark s and th et r  relatives th e dog fish h ereab outs ar e  
m arine, sal twater anim als and s im ply c annot live in fres h watet for m ore than a very s h ort period. 
W e  h av e  c lear ph otos of th is fish an d  th ere is no doub t ab out it b ut th at it is indee d a s elach ian 
- eith er a b aby sh ark or a dog fish . So h ow did it g et th ere? As a m atter of fact, th e loc al g am e  
warden and th e local press applied to us and we went to inves tig ate th e m atter. Th ere was no reas­
on to s uppos e th at s aid fish was not c augh t  in th at· lak e. So, as it c ould not h ave lived th ere, it 
m us t  h ave b een thrown in b y  s om eb ody and v ery sh ortly b efore Pam ela an d Henry ran over it. Th e 
lak e is r igh t alongs ide th e infam ous old Route 46, th e m os t  direct truck route from New Y ork to th e 
res t of th e U nited· st ates , and refrig erator trucks roll along it all day and nigh t, s even days a week . 
A ls o, s om e  of th es e  deliver fres'h s ea foods from tht: docks and m ark ets in New Y ork to res taurants 
all th e way up th e line over th e m ountains and on to th e g reat plains . So s om e  jok er th rew a live 
dog fish into B udd Lak e, � pass ant, and it jus t s o  h appened th at th e young people c am e  roaring b y  
b efore it h ad tim e  to g as p  its las t and s ink .  B ig deal! So h ow did it s urvive from New Y ork ? O n  
ic e? Oh, pleas e go ask an ich th yologis t. B ut th is is a frows y little thing as g ood old Ch arlie Fort 
would s ay. A nd th is b rings us neatly to s aid m as ter, and we quote from pag e 597, of th e collec ted 
works of Fort (Henry Holt and Com pany, 1941 ) :  -

" In Sc ienc e, Dec . 1 2, 1 902, Dr. Joh n M .  Clark e writes th at a s tran ge-look ing fish h ad b een 
c augh t  in Lak e O nondag a, Wes tern New Y ork , and h ad b een tak en to Syrac us e. Here it was 
identified as a s quid. Th en a s econd s pecim en was caugh t. 

"Wh atever th ough ts we're try ing t o  develop did not b elong away b ack in th e Dark Ag e, or 
th e oth er Dark Age, of th e year 1902. Jus t wh ere th ey do b elong has not b een dec ided yet. 
Said Dr. Clark e, with wh atever reas oning ab ilities people h ad in th e year 19 02: " Th ere are 
s alt s prings near Lak e O nondag a: s o  perh aps th ere is , in th e lak e, a s ub -s tratum of sal t 
water." Th e idea is th at, for m illions of years , th ere h ad b een, in Lak e O nondag a, oc ean 
life down b elow, and fresh water things s wimm ing ar ound, overh ead, and never m ixing . Per­
h aps , b y  way of exper im ent, Dr. Clark e put s alt water and a h erring in an aquarium, and th en 
fresh water and a g oldfish on top, and s aw eac h  fish k eeping s trictly to h is own floor, wh ich 
is th e only way to g et along as neighb ors .  

'(A noth er sc ientist turned on h is reas oning ab ilities . Prof. O rtm an, of Princ eton Univers ity, 
exam ined one o f  th e s pecim ens , which, acc ording to h im ,  was " a  sh ort-fi nned s quid, of th e 
North A tlantic, ab out 1 3  inch es long." Prof. O rtm an reas oned th at A tlantic fi sk erm en us e 
s quid for b ait. Very well: th en oth er fish erm en may us e s quid for b ait. So s om eb ody may h av e  
s ent for s quid, to go fish ing in Lak e O nondag a, and m ay  h ave los t a cb uple of live ones . 

" Th is is th e s cience th at is oppos ing our own notions . B ut for all I k now, it m ay b e  pretty 
g ood s cience. An exis tence th at would produce s uch exl}lai ners, m ig h t  very we ll produc

·
e 

s uch fish erm en. So perh aps fish erm en of Lak e O nondaga, with m illions of worms around, s end 
s everal hundred m iles for s quid, for b ait, and perh aps A tlan tic fish erm en, with m illions of 
s quid availab le, s end all th e way to Lak e O nondaga for worms . I've done foolish er, m ys elf. 

" It s eems to m e  th at th ere is s om eth ing s ugges tive in th e pres enc e of larg e depos its of 
s alt near th is lak e, b ut I h ave h eard noth ing of s alt water . in it. Th ere's no telling ab out a· 
s tory th at was pub lish ed, in th e New Y ork Tim es, M ay  2, 1 882, b ut if it c ould b e  acc epted, 
h ere would b e  s om eth ing worth th ink ing ab out - th at a s eal had b een sh ot, in Lak e O non dag a. 
Som e years b efore th e appearance of th e s quid, anoth er s ea c reature, a s arg ass um fish, h ad 
b een c augh t in Lak e O nondag a. It had b een exh ib ited in Syrac us e, acc ording to Prof. H arg itt, 
of Syrac us e Univers ity (Sc ience, n. s ., 1 7- 1 14) ·. I t  h as to b e  th ought that th es e th ings were 
s trays . If th ey were indig enous and propag ated, they'd b e  c omm on." 

Funny b us iness th is "fishing "; s eems you never k now wh at you are g oing to c atch .  A nd we h av e  
for long wondered jus t wh at fun-fish erm en h ave c augh t  that look ed s o  h orrid th at th ey jus t th rew it 
b ack in. A nd th e c omm e.rc ial b oys with th eir " trash fish"; and th e m enh ade n pr os . Wh at if th ey c atch 
a salm on in th eir trawl? . . • •  _ Wh o wants a s alm on? • • .. 0- U-F - O UT. W e  were onc e  on a profes s iona l 
c ollec ting trawler in th e B ritish Ch annel th at s upplied sc ientifiG s pec im ens to the Plym outh B io­
log ic al Lab oratory, and wh at should c om e  up in an ordinar y t rawl b ut a 1 2-foot A ng ler Fish th at b it 
a h alf-inch g alvanized iron pipe- han dle in h alf as if it were a s traw. Nob ody had ve r s een s uch a 
fish long er th an four feet b efore, and th is was only ten m ile·s off � c oas t that h as b een fished for 
two th ous an d  y ears . B eware; th ere's s om eth ing awf ully f ish y ab out fishi ng .  
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SE A-COWS AND WATE R-HO RSE S 

A new li ght has dawned upon t he L ak e- (and possib ly t he Sea-) M onst er sc ene. But , as usual, lik e  
all novel i deas it has set off not just a tr ai n  b ut a whole sk ei n  of sub si di ar y questi ons. This has 
b e en kick ed off b y  Pr of. Roy P. Mackal of t he Uni ver sit y  of Chic ag o  i n  a paper descri bi ng hi s 1 967 
i nvesti gati on of t he fam ous L oc h  Ness monst er s. Fr om thi s on-the-spot enquir y, he deduc ed the per ­
ti nent fact t hat these ani mals ar e mammal s, by employi ng the old polic e met hod of a c omposi te 
drawi ng made fr om all t he eyewit ness acc ounts he c ould gat her . 

Thi s may not at fir st sound par tic ular ly spec tac ular as almost ever ybody has for many year s now 

assumed t hat sai d cr eat ur es ar e  mammals; at least si nc e t he Briti sh c onti ngent got over their i dee 

fix e t hat t hey wer e r elated t o  t he r epti li an gr oup that i nc luded the plesi osaur s as k nown fr om fossi ls. 

The only alt er nati ves - suggest ed, of c our se, b y  those peoi? le and gr oups who have tak en thi s 

matt er seri ously - have been gi ant ser penti ne fi shes lik e  eels; just possi bly some enor mous am phib­

i an (t he opi ni on not ab ly of Cmdr . Rupert T. Gould); or some gar gantuan i nver tebr ate, ei ther a mollusc 

lik e  a slug, a " wor m" of one of the six teen phyla of ver mi for m aquatic ani mals, or , as i n  the beli ef 

of one Mr . Ted H oli day, a desc endant of t he as yet unc lassifi ed Tulli monster s, k nown fr om fossi ls 

found near Chi c ago. (This last i s, i n  our opi ni on, a for m of Chaetognath, a smal l phylum of mari ne 

ani mals k nown today as the "Arr ow Wor ms". ) But ther e ar e two most i nter esti ng aspec ts to Pr of. 
M ack al' s new suggesti on. 

The fir st i s  that he pr evi ously tended to favour the i nver tebr ate hypothesi s. The sec ond i s  the 
type of mammal he now postulat es. Thi s i s  a long- neck ed for m of Sir eni an, meani ng a mammal of the 
gr oup t hat c ontai ns to day only t he Dugong of the Indi an Oc ean and the Manat ees of Afric a, South, 
Centr al and southeaster n Nor th Americ a. Thi s i s  a new one that nobody had thought of befor e for 
fr eshwat er monster s b·1 t  on analysi s i t  mak es a lot of sense. And, i n  vi ew of c er tai n fac ts that may 
or may not have been k nown to Pr of. M ack al when he developed hi s theor y, has sent us off on sti ll 
another tack i n  these tr oub led wat er s. But fir st to the Sir eni ans. 

Today, these for m a mi nute Or der of aquatic mammals havi ng r otund, barr el-shaped and spi ndle­
for med b odi es, har dly any neck s at all, a si ngle pair of fli pper s to the fr ont, whi c h  ar e nonetheless 
ar tic ulated lik e  ar ms, and a tai l wit h  hori zontal fleshy fluk es. Ther e ar e two ki nds: the Dugong of 
nor ther n Austr ali a and the Indi an Oc ean c oasts whic h has a "tai l" shaped lik e  a fi sh or wh ale, and 
the M an atees i n  whic h the hi nd extr emi ty i s  shaped lik e  a circ ular paddle wi thout c entral medi an 
notc h. These ar e both tr opi c al or subtr opic al ani mals. However , ther e was unti l c ompar ati vely r e­
c ently a thir d type k nown as Steller ' s Sea-Cow (Hydr odamali s (Rhyti na) st elleri) that li ved along 
the shor es of some sub -arc tic i slands i n  t he Nor th Paci fic . The Sir eni ans appear to have di ver ged i n  
ver y ear ly mammali an ti mes fr om a c ommon stock that gave ri se also to the pr obosci deans and per­
haps some tr ue ungulates, and even th e  hippopotamuses and the li ttle r ab bi t-shaped hyr ax es. 

Thi s thir d sir eni an was di sc over ed b y  t he gr eat Ger man natur ali st, Geor g Wi lhelm Steller , on an 
i sland off the c oast of Kamc hatk a i n  1 74 1 .  It was unk nown even to the Russi ans of the near by 
mai nland. It was an enor mous, doci le beast wi th a war ty, c or eac eous hi de of gr eat thick ness, a 
sli ght neck , the standar d two fr ont paddles and a lar ge fish-shaped tai l but of c our se c arri ed hori ­
zont ally. It lolled ab out i n  the k elp b eds, br owsi ng, and was qui te unfearful of man. It was found on 
only a few i slands and was, needless to say, ext er mi nat ed ther eab outs by 1768. It was a left-over 
and i t  i s  of par tic ular i nter est fr om a bi ologi c al poi nt of vi ew i n  that it was i ndi genous to ver y c old 
nor ther n water s, showi ng that the sir eni ans ar e not just a tr opi c al for m. (Fossi l sir eni ans have, as 
a matter of fac t, been found at all lati tude� .) What Pr of. M ack al now suggest s i s  that t he fr eshwat er 
monster s i nhabi ti ng suc h lak es as the Ness and all the other s i n  Sc otland, Ir eland, Ic eland, Sc andi­
navi a, nort her n  Russi a, Si beri a, Canada, and some par ts of nort her n U. S. ; and possi bly even those 
r eport ed fr om Tasmani a, New Z ealand, and the Ar genti ne i n  the souther n hemi spher e, c ould be ver y 
lar ge an d long- neck ed Sir eni ans. Why? M ost ly b ec ause hi s ar ti st ' s  c omposi te pict ur e  c ame out just 
lik e  t hat! 

Ther e i s  a lar ge lak e i n  Canada on t he b or der of the U. S. , named Ok an agan, i n  whic h lit er ally tens 
of thousands of people say t hey have seen ver y lar ge unk nown ani mals. Unfort unat ely these ani mals 
have b een gi ven t he stupi d  name of "O gopogos". Act ually, t he loc al Ameri nds ori gi nally cal led them

­

" N' ha-a-i tk " b ut t hat of c our se i s  t oo muc h for whit e men. Despit e the usual ri dic ule, q uit e a number 
of seri ous-mi nded att empts have been made ov�r the year s t o  tr ack down these cr eat ur es and wi th 
one most i ncr edib le - and c oncr et e  - r esult :  t o  wit ;  a c or pse t hat appear ed t o  b e  t hat of some ki nd 
of sir eni an ,  though any suc h ani mal was c omplet ely unk nown t o  t he loc als. The acc ount of t hi s  cam e 
t o  us i n  a let ter fr om a r esi dent of Summer land, at t he sout her n  end of t he lak e, who r eport ed: -

l 
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"In th e ear ly d ays of w h ite settlem ent an anim al form w as d iscover ed ab ove th e sh or eline b y  
th e Ind ians, wh o d escr ib ed the d ead cr eatur e as h aving wh isk er s and , if I r ecal l, a b lue 
m uzz le, also f lipp er s. For m any year s th e sk eleton rem ained on th e sh or e until finally a 
settler s r oad w as p ut thr ough , th e sk eleton w as br ok en up and d isp er sed . Fr om th e d escr ip tion 
th e Summ er land man r el ated it to th e m anatee of w arm er w ater s. He add ed to th is th at one of 
th e r ock paintings or etch ings on th e few cliffs of Ok an agan L ak e  d epicts an anim al form 
stand ing up in th e w at er and suck ling its young w ith th e aid of a flipp er - said to b e  a ch ar act­
er istic of th e m anatee and of no oth er k now n form . (Th is inform ation was ob tained fr om Mr . H. 
H. Curr ie, of Nelson. B.C., a life-long new spap erm an.)" 

Her e, we feel, we h ave a link in a tenuous chain. A few r elic sir enians in th e Car ibb ean ar ea; a 
r ecently extinct sir. enian in th e near -icy water s off th e easter n end of Sib er ia, and a sir enia-lik e 
coro se in a wester n Canad ian lak e - and w ith wh isk er s, yet. So wh at is so all-fir ed cr az y in sug­
gesting th at oth er sir enians may not h ave got tr apped in oth er sub -ar ctic and nor th er n, tem per ate, 
d eep-water lak es? And wh y sh ould not some of th em h ave d eveloped r ath er long neck s? L et's tur n a 
m etaph or ical page. 

SOMEBODY 'S SEA-COW 
-- --

In Octob er of 1966, AP br oad cast a ver y br ief r elease th at went as follow s: - "MOSCOW, Oct. 
16 - Soviet scientists said tod ay Sea-Cows weigh ing m or e  th an thr ee tons may b e  w allowing in th e 
water s ar ound th e Sib er ian p eninsula of Kam sch atk a. The news agency T ASS said som e fish erm en 
claim to h ave seen such sea m amm als." (end s). As usual no per tinent d etails or even r elevant facts. 
Wh at scientists? Nam es p lease. Wh at fish er men? Names, d ates, and location, please. Wh o weigh ed 
one? Wh o estim ated any one at over thr ee tons? Wh ich tons - Am er ican, Eur opean, or 'L ong'? "May b e  
wallowing"? Wer e th ey: and if so, wh o said so, and why? Finally: " ar ound th e Sib er ian peninsula of 
Kamsch atk a". Wh ich sid e? East or west? Oh yes: and h ow d id th ese fish er men k now th at th ey w er e  
mamm al s? Most unsatisfactor y - as usual. Noneth eless • • . • • .  

A som ewh at b etter notice cam e fr om a tr uly Russian sour ce ab out a m onth later . This was pr inted 
in Pr ir od a (Natur e) p ub lish ed b y  th e Acad emy of Sciences of th e U. S.S. R., b y  thr ee well-k now n 
z oologists, and w ent as follows. 

"Detailed ob servations wer e  mad e b y  th e cr ew of th e wh aler Bur an near Cape Navar in to th e 
south of th e Gulf of Anad yr in July 1962. Ver y ear ly one m or ning th e sh ip was near th e coast 
w h en half a d oz en unusual-look ing anim als w er e  seen 80 to 100 yar ... s a way. Next. mor ning 
sim ilar anim als w er e  seen ag ain in th e sam e  ar ea, wh er e th er e was a sor t  of sh allow -water 
lagoon into wh ich a r iver r an. Sea-k ale and seaweed flour ish ed th er e, and in th e winter it was 
never fr oz en over excep t for a narr ow str ip near th e shor e. 

"Th e  w itnesses, m ost of th em seasoned h unter s  and wh aler s, all agr eed th at th e anim als 
wer e unlik e any k now n cetacean or pinniped . They wer e  fr om 20 to 26 feet long, var ying no 
d oub t accord ing to age. Th eir sk in w as ver y d ark ,  with a sm all h ead clear ly separ ated fr om 
th e b od y. Th e upp er lip w as d ivid ed in a h ar e-lip and over lapped th e lower one (th is could in 
fact h ave b een d ue to th ick m oustach es). T h e  tail was r em ark ab le in b eing ed ged with a 
fr inge. The b easts sw am slowly, occasionally d ived for sh or t per iod s and th en r ose ab ove 

water in a ver y m ark ed way. T h ey form ed a com pact gr oup, all swimm ing togeth er in th e sam e 
d ir ection." 
But th en to r eally m udd le th e issue, a quite d iffer ent r epor t  app ear ed in Fr ance, in NOUVELL E 

REPUBL IQ UE of th e 8th Nov. wh ich went as follows: -

L A  BAL EINE RUSSE AVAIT DES OREILL ES. 

"Un savant sovietique vient d e  d ecouvr ir sur une b aleine p ech ee d ans les eaux d e  ! 'Extr em e­
Or ient sovietique, d es elem ents d 'or eilles. 

"Selon la "Kom som olsk aya Pr avd a", le b iologiste a d ecele sur l'anim al, d es elem ents d e  
pavillon aur iculair e, et cette d ecouver te ser ait la pr euve qu'il y a d es m illions d 'annees, 
les ancetr es d es b aleines vivaient sur la terr e ferm e. 

"L e jour nal, r app elle, a l'ap pui d e  cette th ese, qu'il y a quat.r e ans, d eux autr es savants 
sovietiques fir ent sensation en d ecouvr ant un cach alot m uni d e  jamb es." 

So just w h at is th is one? Has it anyth ing to d o  with th e alleged r ed iscover y of st ell�r 's Se a-Cow , 
or is it som eth ing q uite d iffer ent? L et us tr y to m ak e  som e sense out of it. 
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So somebody said he found a beached whal e with ex ternal ear "p innae" . Further, other Soviet 
scientists hav e been said to have been gal vanized by the discovery of a "cachal ot" , which m eans a 
Sperm Whal e or (l et's give them this) at l east an Odontocete or Toothed Whal e, with (li terall y) l egs . 
Does this mean articul ated fore-l imbs or a p air of hind l imbs as well ? If thi s  "whal e" is a Sea-Cow, 
how come it has ex ternal ears, since Stell er 's Sea-Cow had no s igns of any such things. Further, 
were its (onl y) fore l imbs articul ated ex ternall y l ike the Manatee, or more so? Th is is all most 
unsatisfactory. 

If ther e are some st ell er' s Sea-Cows still "wall owing about" we woul d l ike to hear more, and we 

woul d hope that the Russians are doing som ething about the matter. r f, on the other hand, there are 

still some Archaeoceti or ul tra-p rimitive whal es meandering around with ex ternal ear p innae and hind 
l egs, we feel that we ought, all together , to be trying to do something about this al so. 

AN OOLOGICAL ODDITY 

A del ightful l ittl e snipp et came to us recentl y, dat el ined Worcester Park, Engl and - (UPI) -· 

which reads in toto as foll ows: - "Agr icul ture Ministry ex perts have been watching 1 2  of Edward 
McKenner 's chickens for sever al weeks since they began l ay ing bl ue, green, and p ink eggs." As 
usual no suppl ementary information such as what breed of chicken, did they l ay other col oured eggs 
befor e, how l ong had Mr. McKenner had them, wher e did they come from, and above all , did each hen 
pick a par ticul ar col or or did some or all of them var y the p rocedure psychedel icall y. Even if such 
pertinent detail s are either unknown or not on r ecor d, the British Agr icul ture Ministry shoul d go 
coll ectivel y back to school or read a coupl e of books even unto that patchwork monstrosity call ed 
the Encycl opaedia Britannica. 

"Easter- Egg Chickens" , otherwise known as Araucarian Fowl , have been known for over four 
hundred years. They come from Chil e and are indeed strange and wondrous creatures but not sol el y 
because of their outrageousl y col our ed eggs. No indeed, they are trul y fortean birds and for several 
reasons. Fir st, chickens ar e not supposed to have been indigenous to the Americas but all to have 
been der ived fr om cr ossings between two or three Jungl e Fowl of the Or iental Region. Peopl e have 
done some pr etty outrageous things to chickens as they fil tered outwards all over the worl d - vide 
the Japanese bree d with twel ve- foot tail s - but these Araucarians, though decorous in app earance, 
wer e mentioned as l aying Easter- eggs in the very earl iest rep or ts from the first Spanish ex pl orers 
who moved south fr om Per u and even by seafar ers coming fr om the Pacific. 

As to tr ansmission of food pr oducts across the Pacific, the Heyerdahl p arty pl ump s for east to 
west but everybody el se yell s for west to east. Doubtl ess both occurr ed but the fact remains that 
in shouting down Heyerdahl the other party has fall en into the age- ol d  trap; to wit, not just admitting 
but affir ming their opponent's major pr emise; in this case that ther e was just such transmission 
across that ocean. If earl y Japanese p ottery did l and up on the west coast of South America, why 
not chi ckens? The chicken is a rugged bir d and a very good seaman, as we can attest si nce we 
carried a bunch of them aboard our schooner for years. (None ever went overboard even when it got 
off its string; t hey all devel oped good "sea-l egs" ; more than one cock greeted the dawn from the 
masthead; and onl y  once did one get cl obber ed. This was by a l arge fl ying fish that came aboard 
and bit an inquisitive pull et's beak off. ) But back to the matter of Easter eggs. 

We owned some of these dull fowl at HQ some year s ago with a view to displ ay ing their p rocl ivi­
ties on the fir st col or TV pr ogr am. (One did us the courtesy of l aying a bright bl ue egg on camera 
but this did not pr ove our point, though its col or was star tl ing enough, because it onl y l aid one 
egg. ) What we discovered was that, not onl y did the same bird suddenl y change egg col our o� 
l ong- term basis, but that the same bird coul d pop out eggs of various different col ors, and in no 
appar ent sequence! This r eall y call s for some hard thinking and sorel y tax es the physiol ogists. The 
onl y ex pl anation of egg- col or ing anyhow is trace mineral s ingested by them and then sorted out by 
species. Some bir ds l ay eggs with two or mor e background col ors, varicol ored markings, and variabl e 
such markings; but each to her own, individuall y. Switching from rose p ink to sky bl ue, then to 
gr een, to dark brown, to white, is quite another matter. Al so, al most as strange is that a bunch of 
these chicken. s, l ocked up together and having ex actl y the same d iet, shoul d p roduce different 
col oured eggs. Still stranger is that the egg col our does not seem to be genetical l y  l aid down since 
a whol e l ot may be l aying eggs of one col our and then suddenl y  go wil d for col our. W e  sure woul d 
l ike to know if Mr. McKenner's chickens were Araucar ians because the notion of dear ol d Rhode 
Isl and Reds or Leghorns suddenl y going gay in this resp ect woul d reall y give us something to 
think about. 

• 
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AN OOLO GICAL O UTRA GE 

Thi s i s  n ot ex actl y  curr en t  n ews b ut we h ave b een i tchi n g  to ex pose i t  for twen ty year s and thi s 
would seem to b e  an appr opri ate j un ctur e to d o  so. Al so, we h ave gath er ed over th ese year s a few 
oth er som ewh at similar cases, and all , i t  mi gh t  at fir st seem str an ge, fr om bi ol ogi sts. Th e r eason 
for thi s could well b e  th at, to an yb od y  wi th out an y und er standi n g  of an atom y, th e b usi n ess mi gh t  
seem n othi n g  m or e  th an odd .  To an yb od y  fr om j uni or hi gh on u p  wh o h as b een i n ter ested i n  k n owin g 
h ow bird s ar e put togeth er , th e thi n g  i s  n ot j ust un ex pl ai n ed b ut fr ankl y i n com pr eh en sibl e. It i s, 
sim pl y  stat ed , outr ageous thi n gs i n  eggs. 

For us i t  all b egan wh en we ord er ed li ghtl y b oil ed eggs on a New H aven and H ar tford tr ai n  fr om 
New Y ork to Wood 's H ol e, M ass. , on our way to Nan tuck et Isl and. O n  openi n g  th e fir st egg we per­
cei ved a r evol ti n g, d ark gr eeni sh som ethi n g  ex udi n g  fr om th e yolk up i n to th e whi te. Th e egg n ot 
b ei n g  r otten or sti nki n g, and thi s  h orr or m anifestl y n ot bei n g  an embr yo (whi ch i s  pi nk and gr ows on 
th e surface of th e yolk ) we di ved � t i t  wi th a spoo n and ex tr acted a n auseous sm all di sc cl otted wi th 
a bri gh t  gr een ex cr escen ce. Poki n g  thi s ar ound , we hi t bri gh t  m etal and ,  tr an sferri n g  i t  to a saucer 
wi th som e water , and scr api n g  i t  ar ound , we br ought to li gh t  a dim e cl earl y d ated 1 948. M or e  th an a 
li ttl e di stur bed , we call ed th e wai ter · and th e steward to wi tn ess th e egg, th e dim e, and th e r est. A s  
th er e was no b ar  on th e tr ai n fr om whi ch we mi gh t  h ave ob tai n ed som e spiri tous liq uor i n  whi ch to 
'fix ' th e egg, we car efull y pl aced i t  i n  a cup, padd ed wi th ti ssues and , r ei n ser ti n g  th e dim e, totter ed 
back to our dr awi n g  r oom. O n  passi n g  thr ough Pr ovid en ce h owever. th e en gi n eer ap par en tly had 

cause to sl am on hi s br ak es at n eck- cr acki n g  i n stan ce, and th e pr eci ous cup, egg, dim e and all fl ew 
acr oss th e r oom and sh atter ed. We r etri eved th e dim e whi ch di spl ayed th e pr ofil e of on e of our b etter 
k n own pr esiden ts. 

So we found a dim e  i n  an egg: so what? Th e aver age per son would say som ethi n g  lik e  •So th e 
chi ck en swall owed a dim e". Tr ue, m ost bird s peck at, pi ck up, and often swall ow an y bri gh t  obj ect 
as th ey n eed sh ar p- ed ge gri t  for th eir cr ops; b ut if a bird , or even you, swall ow an ythi n g  i t  i s  n ot 
goi n g  to get out of your alim en tar y tr act i n to your r epr od ucti ve on e. Th e two ar e com pl etel y se par at­
ed , and bY two wall s  and th e i nter veni n g  peri ton eum at th at. Eg gs ar e form ed i n  th e r epr od ucti ve 
system and th en go outward and d own ward , and whil e th er e  i s  a sor t of fun n el i n to th e peri ton eum , i t  
i s  mi n ute and d efi ni tel y  n ot sui ted for th e i n gesti on of even a dim e. Fur th er , h ow d oes said dim e get 
out of th e alim en tar y tr act whi ch i s  com pl etel y seal ed thr oughout i ts l en gth fr om m outh to anus? 
Perfor ati on of th e sm all i n testi n e? So th en th e dim e wand er s  ar ound i n  th e peri ton eum and som eh ow 
for ces i ts way i n to th e M al pi ghi an tub es and gets i n to th e r epr od ucti ve system. H al on ey! 

OK, so four of us wer e h all uci n ated , or som e such r ubbi sh ,  and onl y "th ough t" we found a dim e 
i n  a h en 's egg. So wh at ab out Mr s. H amil ton Br yan of A lex andri a, Vir �ini a, wh o Slif ed a ri pe can ta­
l oupe b ack i n  A pril , 1 965 and found a som ewh at sodd en but n ew $ 1 0  bill i n  i t? (Th e bill was m ush­
ed up i nto a ti gh t b all. ) Take al so Mr s. L ucill e Q uayl e  of C uster Park , Illi n oi s. O n  sli ci n g a ri pe 
tom ato sh e found a n eatl y  fold ed on e d oll ar bill i n  sam e. But, to be d eadl y seri ous, n ot all th ese r e­
por ted cases of thi n gs b ei n g found wh er e  th ey sh ould n ot l ogi call y b e  can b e  fak es or fr aud s.· Is thi s 
j ust an oth er case or aspect of ITF - see our l ast i ssue - and if so, i s  th er e an y specifi c cause for 
m oney to b e  tr ansferr ed i n to "fr ui ts"? 

MO RE O N  OO FS 
--- - --

Thi s  mi gh t  b e  con sid er ed to b e  str etchi n g  a poi n t b ut as i t  com es from n on e  l ess th an th e New 
Y ork TIM ES, and fr om th e pen of n on e  l ess th an Wal ter Sulli van , we sh ould at l east tr eat i t' wi th 
r espect! Th e h eadli n e  r an:  - "EXPER IM ENTER S PRODUC E FRO G FROM A SINGL E C EL L " , and 
i s  d ateli n ed Oxford , En gl and. So far , so good;  b ut Mr. Sulli van goes on to tell us tn at said fr og was 
rai sed fr om a si n gl e  cell tak en out of th e li ni n g  of a "par en t  fr og's " i n testi n al li ni n g. Now: cauti on 
h er e. Thi s bri n gs us sq uar el y to a confr on tati on wi th j ust what th e gen eti ci sts d o  say. Th e com pl ete 
pl an for a n ew i ndi vi d ual animal i s  said to b e  carri ed i n  th e DNA m ol ecul es wi thi n th e gen es of th e 
chr om osom es of th e speci aliz ed cell s th at carr y  th e sex ual r epr od ucti ve im pri n t. Fair en ough; b ut 
ar e we n ow ask ed t o  und er stand th at said im pri n t  can be carri ed b y. ab err an t  or wand eri n g  'r ogue' 
cell s th at m ay l od ge an ywh er e  i n  th e b od y  of a gr owi n g  animal (or pl an t), or ar e we ask ed to con cei ve 
of th e id ea th at all cell s i n  an y on e animat e  en ti ty carr y th e pl an or patter n ?  Th e r eall y  fasci n ati n g  
outcom e of thi s in vesti gati on b y  Dr. J oh n  Gurd en and hi s associ ates i s  th at th ey tr an sferr ed a 
n ucl eus of an alim en tar y  tr act cell to a r epr od ucti ve cell (an ov um ) fr om whi ch th e n ucl eus h ad b een 
r em oved. A ppar en tl y  - to over- sim plify - said tr an spl an ted n ucl eus got i n str ucti on s to st op di gest­
i n g  stuff and get to work r epr od uci n g  thi n gs. Som ethi n� m ust gi ve th ese i nstru� ti on s. It i s  a s  yet 
un ex pl ai n ed. 
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M ORE M OA M URM URS 

A m emb er ,  recl:''lt ly r et ur ned fr om a visit t o  New Z ealand b ut wh o wish es t o  r em ain anonym ous for 
th e pr esent as h e  is a pr ofessional z oologist and m ad e  th e tr ip und er official auspices and d oes not 
want t o  b e  accused of m ak ing irr esP, onsib le st at em ent s, br ought us a very int er est ing r eport on t h e  
cent ury- old m yst er y of th e M oas. It i s  ex act ly t en y ear s since we last r eceived anyth ing so encour ag­
ing on t h is subj ect . Th e st ory goes as follows. 

Dur ing th e cour se of conver sat ion with anot h er pr ofessional zoologist ,  em ploy ed in th e Wild life 

Division of th e N. Z .  gover nm ent and wh o also wish es t o  r emai n anonym ous for sim ilar r easons - and 

we can't b lam e  eit h er of th ese gent lem en - it tr anspir ed that appar ent ly fr esh r em ains of a sm all 

species of M oa wer e found ear ly this year in t h e  m ont ane for est s  of th e fj ord land s  of south er n  
South Island .- Th is is th e ar ea in wh ich the lar ge flight less b ird , a form of r ail called th e Tak ah e 
( Notor ni s), th ou ght t o  h ave b een ext inct , t ur ned up ver y m uch al ive j ust aft er WW. II. L ik e  pr evious 
d iscover ies of such m oa rem ains, t hese new ones wer e found in a dr y cave; b ut th is t im e, th e b ones, 
and m or e  so th e feat h er s, ar e said t o  h ave shown ever y sign of b eing cont em por ar y. M ost aggr avat ­
ingly, our corr espond ent h as b een unab le t o  ascert ain wh et h er any of th ese r em ai ns h ave b een sub- • 

m itt ed for r ad iocarb on d at ing; a point th at ,  in our opinion, cast s som e suspicion on _t he b usiness. 
Said specim ens_ ar e alleged t o  have b een lod ged in a large m useum b ut we st ill await r eplies t o  our 
enquir ies ab out th is. Adm itt ed ly, we m ay h ave th e wr ong m useum as th er e  h as b een the m ost extr a­
ord inar y cloak- and-d agger ism r unning thr ough al l  this st or y for t he past t went y  year s. Th is is perh aps 
und er st and ab le b ecause th e m an wh o fir st said h e  h ad seen a Tak ah e was not only r id iculed b ut 
clobb er.ed; nor was h e  we ll tr eat ed even when h is r eport was pr oved t o  b e  tr ue b y  t h e  capt ur e of a b ird . 

· Th e r eason we t ak e  th is m att er ser iously, d espit e  th ese ev asions and sh enanigans. is j ust t his 
past h ist or y  of th e b usiness. Ther e  was a t im e  when nob od y b elieved t h at any h um ans h ad b een con­
t em por ar y with living m oas b ut a ch ance d iscover y b y  a young st ud ent of a cert ain Dillon's Point 
pr im ary sch ool, 'n am ed J im E.Y es, in 1 939 laid th is gh ost for good . L at er ,  it b ecam e  m anifest t hat 
som e species of m oas had ex ist ed unt il ver y sh or tly b efor e th e fir st wh it e m en arr ived and m ay h ave 
cont inued t o  d o  so unt il as lat e as t h e  ninet eenth cent ur y. Th e next ph ase was init iat ed b y  this r e­
d iscover y of th e Tak ah e or Not or nis, at wh ich t im e  even th e m ost scept ical wer e consid er ab ly sh ak en 
and pr incipal ly b ecause scept ics, and not ab ly z oological ones, sim ply cannot conceive of th e am ount 
of tr ue wild er ness t h at st ill ex ist s  ever ywh er e. Th en, a d iscover y  was m ad e  r ight in t h is Tak ah e 
area th at br ought everyb od y  up sh ar p. 

Th is was r eport ed in a splend id litt le b ook let ent it led M oas and M oa-H unt er s b y  Dr . Roger Duff, 
Dir ect or of t h e  Cant erbury M useum and pub lish ed b y  the Gover nm ent Pr int er ,  in Wellingt on, N. Z. in 
1 957. Speak ing of a tr ib al gr oup of M aor is k nown as the Ngat i-m am oe wh o wer e dr iven int o t hese 
m ount ains ab out 1700, Dr . Duff st at es: "But not only the Not or nis st ill lived in th ose m ount ains. In 
h idd en valleys th e fugit ives encount er ed sm all gr oups of a sm all for est-d welling m oa (M egalapt er yx )  
which h ad sur vived , lik e Not or nis, long aft er th e ext erm inat ion of it s fellows elsewher e. It is lik ely 
that th e Ngat i-m am oe r ap id ly d estr oyed th e sm all colonies of M egalapt er yx ,  b ut a d oubt r em ains -
som e m ay h ave out lived th e Ngat i-m am oe, som e m ay st ill sur vive." ( It alics our s. ) It is now st at ed 
th at b oth t h e  1 949 d iscover y - b y  a Mr . Ken M ier s-::- aruith is neW one ar e  of t h e  r em ains of this sam e 
M egalapt er yx. T h e  form er d iscover y includ ed som e b ones· of a b ird that h ad ob viousl y  b een b ut ch er ed 
and eat en and som e of th ese wer e  engr aved with a ser ies of v er y  fine d eep cut s t h at could pr ob ab ly 
h ave b een m ad e  only b y  a m et al k nife. B ut Dr . Duff goes on t o  say of t his: - " Even if t h e  cut s wer e 
fr om a st one flak e, t h e  d at e  could not b e  ear lier th an th e ear ly sevent een hundr ed s  ( wh y, is not ex ­
plai ned ) wh en the Ngat i-m am oe fled th er e. By eit h er r eck oning, M egalapt er yx was alive so r ecent ly 
that we m ust ser iously r egard the possib ilit y of h is �' it s) ex ist ence t oday ." ( It alics our s.) -Th e  lar gest k nown ext inct M oa ( Dinor nis ffiaXiffiuS)st ood over six feet at th e sh ou ld er and , if it 
carr ied it s long neck aloft lik e th e ostr ich es and it s oth er living r elat ives, it would h ave b een well 
over t welve feet t all. One would nat ur ally lik e t o  corr al such a cr eat ur e  b ut since it was a lowland , 
gr ass- gr az ing anim al and sim ply could not sur vive in r ugged , for est ed m ount ains th is is m or e  th an j ust 
unlik ely. It s litt le r elat ive, this M egalapt er yx , if found , would , as t h e  ex cellent Dr . Duff point s out , b e  
r at h er a d isappointm ent t o  th e aver age per son. It would b e  only ab out t hr ee feet t all and sh aped m uch 
lik e t h e  litt le Kiwi, b ut wit h  a longer neck , a gr eat br oad b ill, consid er ab le b ulk ,  and pr ob ab ly ,  as 
Dr . B er nard H euvelm ans h as r econstr uct ed it , h ave sort of "b aggy pant s" of pr im it ive feat h er s  r each­
ing alm ost t o  th e gr ound . Noneth eless, it would b e  nice t o  get a genuine m oa, h owever sm all and 
ungainly, just t o  confuse t h e  scept ics, if not h ing else. A nd th er e  is r eally no r eason why we sh ould n't ,  
as th ose m ount ains ar e r eal ly • • • • • •  
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SOCIETY NEWS 

(Operatio nal Activities) 

The So ciety is no w engaged in a number o f  specific pro jects, in each case invo lving bo th search 
and research. Hencefo rth, these will be described briefly in this co lumn but it is ho ped that full repo rts 
will be published as Incidental P apers when eac h is co ncluded o r  has reached any definite co nclusio ns 
o n  majo r aspects o f  the pro gram. As o f  this ti me, these pro jects are: -

The Ringing Ro cks. A special Co mmittee was set up in July to study this pheno meno n, under the 
Chairmanship o f  Mr. Richard P alladino o f  the Fo rrestal Research Center P lasma P hysics Labo rato ries, 
P rinceto n; M�· . Ernest Fasano o f  Ceramics fo r Indust ry, Inc., Frenchto wn, N.J. ; Mr. Hans Stefan San­
tesso n; Mr. Do nald Go do wn, st aff pho to grapher o f  the Delaware V alley News; Mr. Jack Ullrich, as 
geo lo gist; Mr. Emanuel Staub, Met allurgy; Mr. Ado lph Heuer; Mr. Edgar 0 .  Scho enenberger, fo r animal 
behavio ur; Mr. William F. P eck Jr. ; Mr. Campbell Co nnelly, o f  I.B. M. ; and the Directo r, as coo rdinato r. 
Dick P alladino is a physicist; Ernie Fasano a metallurgist; HSS is an histo rian and is investigating 
the fo lklo re, and Bill P eck is in advanced o ptics, a field that , it transpires, is o f  particular signifi­
cance in this wo rk. As o f  t he time o f  writing , a do zen fieldtrips have been co nducted to seven o f  the 
lo catio ns; new " fields" have been disco vered; X- ray and spect ro graphic analyses o f  t he ro cks have 
been init iat ed; aerial photo graphy has been undertaken;  and h iolo gical ex periments have been s et up. 

Sto ne Sffieres. This invest igat io n has mushroo med thro ugh t he act ivities o f  two members, Barney 
Nasho ld ( 8 7 )  who is currently in Cent ral America, and Basil Hrit sco ( 1 6 5) mentio ned in o ur last issue 
as residing in Ho rnbroo k, Califo rnia. The latt er has disco vered eno rmou s accumulatio ns o f  what o ur 
mo re jo cular respo ndents prefer to call " sto ne balls" i n  his area, ran ging in diameter fro m ten feet to 
grains o f  t he average size o f  granulat ed sugar. This is naturally what is called " ball bearing sand" 
which is very widely and massiv ely distribut ed, and which brings an ent ire ly new aspect to the matter. 
The fight is, as a result , no w o n  bet ween the geo lo gists and the archaeo lo gist s, tho ugh there has no t 
been any act ual engagement as yet .  

Mechanical Do wsing. It has been decided to set up a special co mmitt ee fo r this also , as t here has 
been co ns1d erab1 e respo nse to o ur ment io n o f  the matter in o ur last issue. A Mr. Mat acia who first 
intro duced the pro cedure to t he U. S. Marine Co rps has sent us a set o f  his papers and o ffers to coo per­
at e. P ro f. Geo rge C. K ennedy, o ur adviso r o n  geo physics, has writ ten ex tensive suggestio ns fo r re­
fining any field ex periment s we may undertake, po inting o ut t hat there are labo rato ry facilities o f  
eno rmo us sensit ivity fo r t esting any gro ss po sitive indicatio ns we may o btain. 

P addlebugs. During the past summer we became greatly interested . n  a g ro up o f  very st range and 
rather rare t wo- winged flies kno wn as the P hanto m Crane-Flies (Family P tycho pteridae) . Observatio ns 
o n  t heir met ho d o f  flight, which co mbines 'helico ptering' with their small wings and ' swimming' with 
t he six padd les at the t ips o f  t heir legs, did no t co nfo rm to the published descriptio ns. We apP. lied to 
o ur spo nso r (Member No . 1 )  who is o ne o f  the wo rld's leading ex pe rt s  o n  bo th helico pters and bio ­
mechanics, since principles seem to be invo lved here that are definit ely, as o f  no w at least, unex ­
plained, and which may t herefo re be classed as fo rtean. Said flies will be studied nex t year when they 
emerge. abo ut late May; and we will attempt to make mo tio n picture film o f  them in flight fo r detailed 
anal ysis. 

Chain in Ro ck. In 1 966 we sent a two- man team to the Natio nal P ark area o f  no rthern P ennsylvania 
in the neighbo urhoo d o f  Reno vo to interview a gentleman there who had fo r years been issuing state­
ments to the press abo ut the passag e o f  the famed Thunderbird o f  Amerindian fo lklo re t hat is suppo sed 
to have had a wingspan o f  30 feet. While there, Frank Graves ( 4 9) and Jay Blick ( 17)  met the lo cal 
fire chief who to ld them o f  a huge iro n chain, that do es no t rust, embedded in a giant bo ulder up a 
creek in the hills. This is no t just at tached to the ro ck but appears to go right into it since mo re 
links have ap peared as ero sio n has pro ceeded. This gentleman has pinpo inted the lo catio n, and a 
gro up will be visiting the site. There are o ther curio us items of human activity in the immediat e area, 
including allegedly so me petro glyphic inscriptio ns. 

Oldest P lant. Also in P ennsylvania, o nly a few miles so uth o f  Harrisburg, there is a ' field' co ver­
ed with a lo w bush called the Box Huckleberry. This is al l  o ne plant and do es no t seed but pro lifer­
ates thro ugh its roo ts. It has been estimat ed by pro fessio nal bo tanists to be so me 1 3, 000 years o ld 
and thus the o ldest living thing kno wn. The search is fo r the o riginal center o f  this vast mass with a 
view to ex plo ring that small lo catio n fo r any radio -car bo n  datable material that can be sho wn to be 
free o f  co ntaminatio n. The lady who o wns the pro perty has ex tended an invitatio n to us thro ugh the 
mayo r o f  the lo cal to wnship to investigate the matter. (Incidentally, we are al so initiating a pro per 
search fo r the largest living thing - among the giant Do uglas Firs o f  the Tuba Creek area in British 
Co lumbia - so me o f  which timber cruisers repo rt surpass the Lo wland Redwoo ds in height.) 
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(Admi ni strati ve Affair s) 

Th er e h ave b een tw o Q uarter ly B oard M eeti ngs si nce th e i ssuance of th e last jour nal - Vol. 1 ,  
No. 4. Th ese wer e  ch air ed b y  Mr. Hans Santesson at th e r eq uest of th e Pr esid ent wh o was unable to 
attend d ue to pri vate b usi ness commi tm·ents. M or e  th an a q uor um was pr esent at b oth m eeti ngs and 
all ab sent submi tted pr oxi es. Th ese wer e only two i n  num ber i n  each case. 

Th e m eeti ngs wer e as usual di vi d ed i nto two par ts, a m or ni ng sessi on for busi ness, and an after ­
noon sessi on for a sur vey of and r epor t  on oper ati ons. Th e i ssues brough t up i n  th e for mer ar e h er e­
und er d etai led b y  ord er of pr eced ence and i n  accord wi th th e pr oced ur e  at th ese meeti ngs. r tem s fr om 
b oth of th ese meeti ngs ar e h er ewi th com bi ned wi th out specifi cati on. 

( 1 )  Mem ber shi p: Th e ex ecuti ve assi stant to th e dir ector (ML F) r epor ted a slow b ut stead y i ncr ease 

i n  m emb er shi p but plead ed for m or e  effor t on th e part of member s to r ai se th e cur ve on th e gr aph. It 

m ust be str essed th at we adh er e  b oth to th e old West A fri can ad age " Softly, softly, catch ee monkey" 

and at th e same ti me r ule out any type of pr ofessi onal pr omoti on. New mem ber s must come to us; not 

we go out after th em ,  ex cept b y  word of mouth and notably thr ough our mem b er s. A s  we h ave said 

befor e, we want al l  potenti al m emb er s  to be fully appri sed of our i ntenti ons and to h ave, th emselves, 

ap pr ai sed our wor th befor e  joi ni ng. Ther efor e, we would ask you to tur n to th e i nsid e  of th e back 

cover of thi s i ssue and consid er wh ether you can h elp. Our pri nci pal objecti ve i s  to r ai se th e num ber 

of subscri bi ng member s - alr ead y not too far fr om th e goal - to coy er th e cost of PURSUIT. M ean­

ti me, sponsor s and vi si ti ng m ember shi p contri buti ons ar e bei ng appli ed to es·senti al constr ucti on wor k 

and th e mai ntenance of ph ysi cal pr oper ti es - see Estab li shm ent below. 
( 2) Admi ni strati ve: Mr. J ack A. Ullri ch ki nd ly consented to take on th e posi ti on enti tled • Fi eld 

Oper ati ons". He speaks sever al l�nguag es and tr avels all over th e wor ld for hi s own busi ness and , 
si nce i t  i s  hi s own b usi ness, can und er take i nvesti gati ve tri ps th at th e oth er offi cer s cannot, d ue to 
wh at we may cal l the m or e  " sessiJ e" necessi ti es of th eir s. B y  th e sam e token, Mi ss Mari on L. Faw­
cett, bei ng a pr ofessi onal li br ari an and edi tor , and bei ng r esid ent at our r esear ch center , has taken 
over th e posi ti on of li br ari an fr om a now r ath er long tr ai n of volunteer s, and par t- tim e paid pr ofessi on­
als. (A s one m ember said r ecen tly, " If sear ch i s  our life -blood and r esear ch our lymph ati c system , 
th en o ur libr ar y  i s  our skeletal str uctur e and our fi les ar e our musculatur e. " - He was an anatomi st, 
of cour se! ) Fur th er ,  as to changes i n  per sonnel, Mi ss Ch ar lene Connelly joi ned us i n  August on a 
voluntar y basi s and left i n  Octob er to r esum e a tech nologi cal cour se at college. Sh e was of enor mous 
h elp i n  th at sh e plough ed i nto all th e "dir ty wor k" ,  such as fi li ng and pasti ng whi ch , please beli eve 
us, i s  a ghastly ch or e  but . of th e essence. Und er ad mi ni str ati on also, two i tem s  wer e  repor ted i n. 
Fir st, th e com posi ti on of th e Sci enti fi c Ad vi sor y  B oard ,  whi ch i s  li sted on page 1 ,  and th e establi sh ­
ment of a pr oper Edi tori al B oard. Th e latter consi sts of Hans Stefan Santesson, longti me edi tor , 
anthologi st, and wri ter , as Ch airm an; Peter G. Kami tchi s, di tto, and wi th an equally outstandi ng back­
gr ound i n  th ese fi eld s; M ari on L. Fawcett, one- ti me edi tor of m edi cal tex ts (for Lippi ncott); and th e 
dir ector. All oth er pur ely admi ni str ati ve matter s c oncer ned m ai ntenance, and mostly on behalf of th e 
establi sh ment. 

(3) Estab li sh ment: Despi te opi ni ons ex pr essed to us, as r elated i n  th e last i ssue, we consider 

thi s at th e pr esent stage of our d evelopm ent to b e  of fir st i mpor tanc e. It i s  all ver y well to tr y to r un 

an i ntellectually ori entated or gani zati on out of a r efur bi sh ed back bedr oom, and th er e ar e not a few 

who have succeed ed i n  d oi ng so to a tr uly astoni shi ng success. However , sm all as we may be, we 

possess just too much m at eri al, and mor e i s  comi ng i n  all th e tim e; and not only fr om d ay to d ay but 

i n  ever -i ncr easi ng volum e, and also i n  th e form of offer s of wh ole libr ari es. For i nstance, one such 

h as been offer ed to us as a b eq uest, and i ts volum e i s  r eal ly staggeri ng - . 300 feet of sh elves i n  one 

of fi ve categori es alone! We h ave th e land , and we h ave some 'h ousi ng' b ut we ar e b ur sti ng at th e 

seams. Th er efor e, unti l we can get th e new Resear ch Center fi nanced and bui lt, we h ave to d o  wh at 

we can; and , we feel th at i t  i s  our d uty to repor t  on wh at we ar e d oi ng. ( Perh aps som e of you mi gh t  
h er eby sym pathi ze and r eally tr y to fi nd h elp! ) A s  we said i n  our last i ssue, fi ndi ng places for ' stuff' 
i n  safe-keepi ng h as becom e a sor t of juggli ng gam e. Of th e imm edi ate possibi li ti es lis ted i n  our last 
i ssue thr ee at least h ave b een im plem ented. Wi th a m ost gener ous gift b y  foundi ng m em b er Ed na L.  
c urri e, safe stor age space for peri odi cals is b ei ng constr ucted in th e atti c of th e old h ouse. Due to a 
new id ea for cer tai n tech ni cal pr oced ur es f or our nex t year 's r esear ch , th e lab or ator y h as b een clear ed 
and r oom m ad e  for cer tai n  ex peri ments. Thi s h as r esulted i n  a d eci si on not to set up th e oth er (cold ) 
labor ator y unti l nex t spri ng. M eantim e we h ave also found space for sti ll mor e fl oor to cei li ng book­
sh elves to take th e overfl ow of new tex tb ooks and r efer ence wor ks; and th e b asem ent h as once agai n 
been clear ed and i mpr oved for th e m achi ne- sh op - and d on't for a m om ent thi nk that thi s  i s  not 

• 
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essential, as we ar e  a work ing or ganiz atio n. Finally, th e Annex - a 6Q-f t  by 20-ft co ncr ete bui ld ing -
h as a new co ncr ete f loor. Two th ird s of thi s  build ing i s  alr ead y  almo st fi lled with stored pro per ti es. 
Th e r emaining ar ea is to be lined and weath er proofed wi th a view to mak ing it a libr ar y ex tensio n. But 
th er e r emains th e essenti al questio n of enh anced wo rki ng space. Th e plans fo r th is ar e no w d rawn but 
th e pr ice i s  sti ll co mpletely beyo nd us. Meantime, we ask tho se wi sh ing to bequeath or ho use th eir 
co llectio ns wi th us to be pati ent, and just try no t to di e befor e  we do get th e pro per fir e- proof 
facili ties er ected. 

( 4) Land Use: A co nsid er able amo unt of di scussio n, a gr eat d eal of thi nk ing, and a lo t of enqui ry 

h as go ne intothl s aspect of o ur d evelo pment d uri ng th e past two years. Th e land rented by th e Society 

fro m th e Sand erso n Estate - und er a o ne do llar a year lease i n  perpetuo but re newabl e each year -
co nstitutes a tri angle of ei gh t acres i n  a sti ll i so lated small valley. It is co nti guo us with co nsid erably 

mor e  acr eage to th e nor th east o wned by th e Sand erso ns. Thi s  latter is co mpo sed of a large fi eld of 

pri me acr eage, surro und ed by a mo st cur io us flood ed wood on o ne sid e, an ancient apple or ch ard no w 

o vergro wn and chok ed o n  ano th er, and an ex tensi ve woo d ed swamp o n  a thi rd. Th e last d rains i nto 
th e sh allo w lak e o n  Soci ety pro per ty and th ence into an 8Q-f t  by 8Q-f t  grass-verged swi mmi ng po nd. 
Th e bi g fi eld is f ar med but th e rest of th e land i s  being left co mpletel y unto uch ed with a view to re­
co rd ing gro wth successio n as i t  ret urns to . i ts or iginal bo tani, cal co nsti tutio n as far as it can af ter 
near ly three hundr ed years of h uman interference. Th e poi nt of di scussio n h as been wheth er to ado pt 
th e same po licy for Soci ety land o r  to co nti nue to push th e large lawn o ut.ward s to th e periph ery of its 
pro perty, and do f ur th er land scaping, bush and tree planting, and co nstruct ano th er o rnamental po nd 
i n  f ro nt of th e ho use. Th e co ncensus o n  two ballo ts is to ado pt th e f irst co urs e and enco urage na tural 
gro wth and successio n i n  co nfo rmity with th e adjacent tract. Th is co urse h as been th at fo llo wed d uri ng 
th e past thr ee year s and alr ead y th e sh allo w po nd h as pro vid ed mo st interesting features wh ich are 
being watch ed and studi ed by a gro up fro m  Rutgers Uni versity. (In fact, in ano th er two years it will 
h ave vani sh ed and reverted to swamp. ) Apart fro m  th e gard ens and small enclo sed plo t in wh ich h erbs 
ar e gro wn, th e o nly infr ingement of thi s  po li cy i s  th e ex peri mental planti ng of certain No rth American 
exo tics starti ng with a mo st i nteresting Umbellif er called by th e Huppa Amerind s 11L Ni sh ,  di sco vered 
by Basi l Hri tsco ( 1 65), wh ich gro ws i n  almo st so illess ro ck y areas and pro vid es two d eli cio us spi ces 
d eri ved fro m th e yo ung leaves and th e h uge parsni p-sh aped roo ts. 

(5) Publi ci ty :  In thi s field we h ave r ecei ved th e mo st ex trao rdi nary boo st fro m  Mr. Barry Farber 
(250) th ro ugh th e medi a of h is late eveni ng and all- nigh t rad io pro grams f ro m  Statio n WOR i n  New Yo rk. 
Apart fro m thi s, all pr ess mentio ns and write- ups d uri ng th e past h alf year h�ve been o n  th e "Ringi ng 
Ro ck s" and o ur activi ti es th er eupo n - see abo ve. We ar e no t push ing publi city any mo re th an we are 
pro mo tio n. We pr ef er to perfor m f ir st and th en offer o ur f ind ings to th e wor king press later in case th ey 
migh t see a stor y i n  i t. At th e same ti me, ARGOSY Magazine h as been ki nd eno ugh to give th e 
Society's bye-li ne to th e co lumn th at th e d ir ector is doi ng fo r th em as th ei r sci ence ed ito r. Th is, we 
feel, i s  a di gnified way of pr esenti ng o ur exi stence and activi ties to a wid e  aud ience of po tentially 
i nter ested peo ple. Once agai n, let the facts speak for th emselves. 

(6) Publicatio ns: Sever al tech ni cal matters relative to PURSUIT were d iscussed at ver y great 
length at bo th meetings by th e tr ue ex per ts of th e Edi tori al Bo ard , all of who m  h ave practical ex­
peri ence of th e pri nti ng trad e also. Balanci ng co sts against prod uct and prod uctio n, it h as been 
mutually agr eed , and seco nd ed by thP Bo ard and by a po ll of a number or o th er members, th at th e 
for mat of th e jo ur nal r emain as i s, fo r �· Ho wever, it was also agreed th at each year, starting i n  
1 969, sho uld co nsti tute a new Vo lume, with fo ur i ssues - as i s  sho wn o n  th is co ver. In acco rd ance 
with general publishi ng P.o licy tod ay, we wi ll end eavo ur to get each issue o ut at least a mo nth in 
ad vance of th e off icial publi catio n d ates, whi ch ar e th e 3 0th of January, April, July, and Octo ber. 

(7) Th e Li br ary : Thirty-fo ur new book s wer e r eceived d uri ng thi s  period;  al l 1 separ ates' h ave been 
sor ted ,  catalo gued , and box ed.  Sor ting and tr ansfer of th e i nfo rmatio n f iles to lar ge ringbind ers i s  
pro ceedi ng. Th er e  are still fo ur fi le cabi nets to co me, and th e new materi al received amo unts to abo ut 
a dr awer per quar ter. Bo ard Member Jack Ullr ich ( 1 23 )  ro lled into th e Resear ch Center wi th a truck­
lo ad of boo ks, includ ing a fi r.st installment of a co mplete medi cal li br ary. Th en, in making roo m fo r 
r efer ence work s in th e o ld ho use, we h ad to mo ve abo ut f if ty feet of no n-essential boo ks to th e Annex. 
Th ird , Mario n  Fawcett wants h er libr ar y to h and; and , fo urth ,  we - th e Sand er so ns - h ave accumulated 
an o ver age of bo th r ef er ence and o th er boo ks in o ur New York apar tment and offi ce. As a result, i t  
h as been d ecid ed to poo l  o ur r eso ur ces and no t o nly line, seal, i nsulate, and f loor th e 20 x 20 roo m i n  
th e Annex but line thr ee of its walls wi th book sh elves. A h eating unit is available and f urni ture to 
equip i t  as a libr ar y ex tensio n. Bei ng lined with asbesto s sheeti ng thi s  wi ll be fir e-r esistant so th at 
we may star t to accept f ur th er ma�eri al th at do es no t call for f ully fir e- proof ho usi ng. 
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CUMULATIVE B IB LIOGRAPHY 
(This i s  not a pai d adverti s ement.) 

B ooks i n  Pri nt -- - --
B ooks by members are i ndi cated by an ( * ) . 

B arthol omew, John ( 1962). T he Advanced Atlas of Modern Geography (6th edi t.). New Y ork : McG raw­
Hill B ook Company, Inc. 

Col e, Dandri dge M., and Donal d W. Cox (1964). Islands in Space : The C hallenge of the Planetoids. 

Phil adel phi a: Chil ton B ook s .  
* Crowther, S.J. , and Mari on F awcett (1968). Science & Medic ine to 187 0: Pamphlets i n  th e  American 

Philosophical Society Library. Phil adel phi a: Ameri can Phil os ophi cal Soci ety Li brary 
(105 S. Fi fth St., Phil adel phi a  19106). 

Evans, Ral ph M. ( 1948). An Introduction to Color. New Y ork: John Wil ey & Sons , Inc. 
F awcett, P. H. ( 1953). Lost Trails ,  Lost C itie s .  N ew Y ork : F unk & Wagnal ls . 

* Green, John (1968). On the Track of the Sasquatch .  Agassi z, B. C., Canada: Cheam Publis hi ng Ltd. 
* Hapgo od, Charl es H. ( 1958). Earth' s Shifting Crust. N ew Y ork: Pantheon B ooks ,  Inc. 

( 1966). Maps of the Ancient Sea King s .  Phil adel phi a: Chil ton B ooks .  
Irwi n, Cons tance ( 1963). F air Gods and Stone F aces . New Y ork : st .  Marti n's Press . 

* Lorenzen, Ji m and Coral ( 1968). UFOs Over the Americas. N ew Y ork: Si gnet B ooks 
* Mather, Ki rtl ey F .  ( 1964). The Earth Beneath Us.  New Y ork: Random Hou s e. 

Mi ddl ehurs t, Barbara M., et �· ( 1968). Chronological Catalog of Reported Lunar Events . 

N ASA T echni cal Report R- 277 .  Was hi ngton, D. C. : N ASA. (F or s al e  by the Cl eari nghous e 
for F ederal Sci enti fi c & T echni cal Informati on, Spri ngfi el d, Va. 22151; pri ce $ 3. 00.) 

Mill er, R. DeWi tt (1947 ). Impossible Yet It H appened . New Y ork: Ace Books . 
(1955). Stranger Than Life . N ew Y ork: Ace Book s .  

Morris ,  Des mond ( 1968). The N aked Ape . N ew Y ork : McGraw- Hill 
Morris ,  Ramona and Des mond ( 1968). Men and Ape s .  N ew Y ork: Bantam Books . ( 1966. New Y ork: 

McGraw-Hill , for hard- cover edi ti on.) 
Murray, Mari an ( 1967 ). H unting for Fossils.  N ew Y ork-: T he Macmill an Company. 
Papas hvily ,  George & Hel en ( 1944 ). Anything C an H appen.  N ew Y ork: Harper & B rothers . 
Pli ny ,  Gai us Secundus (transl ati on by H. Rack ham, W. H. S. Jones , & D. E. Ei chhol z, i n  10 vol umes ,  

( 1938-67 ). N atural History . Both ori gi nal Lati n and Engli s h  text. L oeb Cl assi cal 
Li brary . Cambri dge, Mas s . :  Harvard Uni versi ty Press. , 
(N ote: All forteans are s trongl y urged to read or reread thes e coll ected works . Pli ny 
has al way s  been popul arly regarded as s ome s ort of ' nut' ·but he was actuall y the fi rs t 
s ci ence reporter and current dis coveri es have brought to li ght the fact that a l ot of 
that whi ch he reported on both the beli efs and the accumul ated k nowl edge of the anci ent 
and cl assi cal worl ds i s  reall y qui te i ncredi bl e.) 

P otter, Charl es F ranci s  (1 962). The Lost Years of Jesus Revealed .  Greenwi ch, Conn.: F awcett Pub­
li cati ons , Inc. 

Skvi rs ky, D., and V. T al mi (transl ators ) (1968? ). On the Track of Discovery . Mos cow: Progres s Pub­
li s hers . 

Stanton, L. Jerome ( 1966). Flying Saucers - Hoax or Real ity ? New Y ork : B el mont B ooks . 
Symposium on Unidentified Flying Objects :  Hearings before the Committee on Science and Astro­

nautics ,  U. S. House of Represe ntative s ,  July 29 , 1968. Was hi ngton, D. C.: U. S. 
Government Pri nti ng Offi ce. 

Wahl gren, Erik ( 1958). Kensington Stone . A Mystery Solved . Madi s on, Wis consi n: Uni versi ty of Wis­
consi n Press . 

Wai nwri ght, F .  T. ( 1956). The Problem of the Picts. N ew York :  Phil os ophi cal Li brar y. 
* Wrai ght, A. Jo s eph ( 1966). Our Dynamic World : A Survey in Modern Geography. Phil adel phi a: Chil ton 

B ooks . 
Y oung, Mort ( 1967 ). UFO : Top Secret. New Y ork : Ess andess Speci al Edi ti ons (Si mon & Schus ter). 

As to whether ti tles are actuall y "i n pri nt" (as i s  techni cally k nown i n  the trade), thos e i nteres ted 
s houl d appl y to thei r li brary for s earch i n  the two st andard work s  B ooks i n  Pri nt and The Cumulati ve 
B ook Index. 

We wel come recommendati ons of books from members; e.g. George Eberhart (32 ) s u gges ted the 
acquisi ti on of Mi ddl ehurs t's Chronol ogi cal Catalog, a truly fortean d ocument. 
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To maintain our standards at the present level, a certain minimum number of subscribers is needed. 

As everybody k nows, the item per item cost of a single issue goes do wn as the pri nting-run rises. 

However, we can publish with a really astonishingly low subscriber rate, so that - as long as we 

k eep PURSUIT to its current siz e - this aspect of our endeavour is assured. Mai ntenance of the 
Society' s work , other than publication of PURSUIT, has to be taken ca re of by o ther means. 

However . l-

,. 

. ' . 

r 1 
• I t" ,• I r•l-. + "' I 1 

- . 
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• < ' I  
( 1 )  RENEW Y OUR MEMBERSHIP. This request is dir ected o all those who joined before June, 

1968. (T hose who joine d since the end of that month were granted an ex tension to the end of 

1 _�4,.1. 1 969). 
... I -, I 

• 

I j 

� 2) SEEK OUT NEW MEMBERS. Our Brochure, "Elaboration of Interests" , and a limited supply o f  
the most recent issue of PURSUIT will be sent on request. 

' ' · 
3) GIVE A SUBSC RIPTION TO OUR JOURNAL as a birthday or other gift. ·. 

4) BRING US, AND " PURSUIT" , TO THE AT TENTION OF Y OUR LOCAL L IBRARIANS, AND TO 
AN Y SCIENTIFIC OR EDUCATIONAL INST ITUTIONS WITH WHIC H Y OU MAY BE ASSOCIAT ­
ED. 
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